DECLARATION

on International Cooperation and Legal Aid in the Cases with elements of Organised Crime 

 Regional Conference of Prosecutors 
Sarajevo, 22-24 April 2009

Convinced of the importance of a more direct and closer cooperation of the prosecutors from several countries of the region for a successful combat against organised crime,
Noting that criminal investigations and collection of evidence are frequently conducted simultaneously in several countries,
Knowing that the collection of key evidence frequently calls for the coordination of work, exchange of information and coordination of operative planning in the cases that are investigated,
Recognising that personal contacts between the prosecutors can facilitate mutual legal aid, exchange of information and evidence in relation to trans-border criminal investigations,

Noting that completing the investigations and filing indictments require a proper and due collection of evidence, and further noting that a successful cracking of organised groups of criminals calls for convicting sentences of the courts, 
Knowing further of the activities of the SECI Centre and the Southeast European Prosecutors Advisory Group (SEEPAG), we, the representatives of the Prosecutor’s Offices of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia, Montenegro, Slovenia, Macedonia, Italy, Germany, and Austria, in line with the national laws and all relevant conventions and treaties, shall invest efforts in the following:

· as prosecutors, we shall have a direct and personal cooperation and shall work together with a common goal of combating organized crime;
· engage in facilitating and accelerating the extension of international legal aid;
· directly exchange information and timely react to the demands in all and especially in urgent and extraordinary cases;
Done in Sarajevo on 24 April 2009. 

