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GENERAL TOTAL

2003

YEAR
CASES PERSONS CASES PERSONS CASES PERSONS CASES PERSONS

0 0 0 0 0 0 % 120
2004 1 1 5 17 164 289 170 307
2005 7 17 31 50 175 248 213 315
2006 21 31 60 147 148 196 229 374
2007 20 32 82 149 122 144 224 325
2008 23 30 24 76 123 173 170 279
2009 19 33 28 89 203 275 250 397
2010 29 45 32 134 194 246 255 425
2011 28 43 32 134 192 252 252 429
2012 24 42 47 188 117 141 188 371
2013 26 49 56 254 120 166 202 469
2014 57 119 58 261 76 90 191 470

TOTAL 255 442 455 1499 1634 2220 2344 4281

THE 2014 QUOTA OF THE PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE OF BIH - 128,61%

PROSECUTORIAL DECISIONS IN CASES BY NUMBER OF CASES AND PERSONS
In the 11 years of its existence the Prosecutor’s Office
of BiH has indicted a total of 4281 persons accused of
cri mes within the jurisdiction of the Prosecutor’s 

Office of BiH. The best results were achieved in
2013 and 2014 when 939 persons were in-
dicted in two years. �

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina

2 December 2014

NUMBER OF PERSONS INDICTED



In the year 2014, which is behind
us, the Prosecutor's Office of BiH in-
vested the maximum of efforts in the
prosecution of criminal offenses un -
der its jurisdiction aiming to achieve
better results. Strengthened by new
Prosecutors, who were appointed
and started working in March, and
with the help of professional staff we
expected the results in 2014 to be the
best in the history of this institution
and they were. 

In the past year indictments were
issued against 470 persons accused
of criminal offenses within the juris-
diction of the BiH Prosecutor's Office
- War Crimes, Organized Crime, Fi-
nancial Crime and Tax Evasion, cor-
ruption offenses involving Abuse of
Office and other criminal offenses,
and that is the best result in the 11
years of the existence of the Prosecu-
tor's Office of BiH.

Last year we indicted 119 persons
for War Crimes, which is certainly a
significant result of which we are
proud.

We have worked intensively, in the
past period, on strengthening the re-
gional cooperation and have carried
out significant joint activities with
partner institutions in the region.
The pinnacle of the successful coop-
eration was the operation of arrest
and prosecution of persons suspec -
ted of War Crimes committed in 
Štrp ci in 1993, within a case that we
have worked on together with the
colleagues from Serbia.

A number of joint police operations
were carried out in our country,
where several hundreds of police of-

fi cers from various police agencies in
Bosnia and Herzegovina acted on or-
ders of the Prosecutors of the Prose-
cutor's Office of BiH. Some of the
operations were carried out simulta-
neously in several countries. 

Following the operations indict-
ments will be issued against interna-
tional narcotic drug traffickers, who
smuggled drugs across BiH to Croa-
tia and further to EU countries. Sig-
nificant activities were undertaken in
the fight against human trafficking
and illegal migration. 

Considering the fact that BiH has
been on the border with the Europe -
an Union for about a year and a half
these crime tackling operations are
important not only for our country
but also for the countries of the regi -
on and the EU, because they are rela -
ted to the prosecution of crimes
which endanger the security in the
EU territory.

That is why we are in constant con-
tact and coordination with partner
institutions in Brussels, in order to
help strengthen the law enforcement
agencies and to see our country be-
come a worthy partner of the Euro-
pean countries in the fight against all
forms of crime, which is all a part of
our EU accession path.

The position of Prosecutors and the
judiciary in general in BiH is, unfor-
tunately, still far from the situation
in the European Union. Namely, on -
ly 0.82% of gross national income is
allocated to the judiciary in BiH,
while the percentage in developed
countries is at least twice as high. In
our country only 28 euros per capita

is allocated for Judiciary, which is
why Bosnia and Herzegovina is at
the very bottom in Europe, with only
a few countries with less allocation.

There have also been frequent at-
tempts of political structures to exert
influence on salaries of Judges and
Prosecutors, which have been the
same for more than a decade, and
thus create certain control and fi-
nancial dependence of judicial ac-
tors. We shall fight for the in depen-
dence of the judiciary and judicial ac-
tors and against such attempts aim-
ing to give Prosecutors the place and
the status they are entitled to and de-
serve in the community. 

We will continue to strengthen our
institution in the future as well as to
strengthen cooperation with partner
institutions in our country, the re-
gion and the European Union in
order to entrench the rule of law and
ensure a safer living environment for
all citizens. 

Respectfully,

Goran Salihović
Chief Prosecutor of the 

Prosecutor's Office of BiH

Dear citizens,
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SPECIAL DEPARTMENT FOR ORGANIZED CRIME - SDOC

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina

CATEGORY II WAR CRIMES

The greatest progress in the prosecution of Category 2 cases, which are cases that were transferred 
to the Prosecutor's Office of BiH from the ICTY Office of the Prosecutor in the investigation phase, 

was made in 2013 and 2014.
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Monday December 8, 2014

To: Goran Salihovic Vladimir Vukcevic

Chief Prosecutor    War Crimes Prosecutor 

Bosnia and Herzegovina Serbia

Dear Sirs,

I am very pleased to learn that your respective offices in a joint operation have arrested 15 individuals - 10 in

BiH and 5 in Serbia - suspected of war crimes. This operation demonstrates the high level of cooperation in the

region and what is achievable with the intensification of the Palic process. I shall bring this welcome develop-

ment to the attention of the appropriate U.N. organs. 

My office, which provided you with information on these individuals is ready to assist you further in your work. 

Please accept my congratulations and those of the entire MICT (Mechanism) for the successful operation. 

Best regards,
Hassan B. Jallow 

Chief Prosecutor ICTR and MICT 

Under-Secretary-General, United Nations 

� Detalj sa konferencije na Paliću, 01. decembra 2014. godine, 
tužioci Jallow, Salihović i Vukčević

With regards to the great success of a joint operation in
the prosecution of war crimes committed in Štrpci, the
Chief Prosecutor of the Mechanism for International
Criminal Tribunals - Mr. Hassan Jallow voiced his sup-

port to Chief Prosecutors: Salihović and Vukčević and
congratulated them on the operation calling it the best
example of cooperation . The matter had been discussed
at a conference in Palić, just a few days earlier. �

Prosecutor Hassan Jallow voiced his support to the colleagues
from BiH and Serbia and congratulated them on the success 
of the operation carried out within the „Štrpci” case

December 2014
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Persons deprived of liberty are suspects of war
crimes in Štrpci and Višegrad, when at least twenty
(20) victims, citizens of Serbia and Montenegro of
Bosniak ethnicity, one person of Croat ethnicity and
one victim of Afro-Asian origin, were abducted from
the train operating from Belgrade to Bar and later
killed in the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
and the Office of the War Crimes Prosecutor of the Re-
public of Serbia formed a joint investigative team in
this case which was working intensively for almost a
year in the territories of Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Serbia, in cooperation with police agencies from the
two respective states, and collecting evidence on the
perpetrators of this horrible crime that had not been
resolved for twenty (20) years. 

In the course of a detailed and thorough investiga-
tion, evidence was collected on the perpetrators of this
crime, and Prosecutors from Sarajevo and Belgrade in
charge of this case have been in constant contact since
the early morning when the arrest operation began. 

Some of the suspects were high-ranking military of-
ficials of the Army of Republika Srpska from that pe-
riod, or direct perpetrators who participated in brutal
tortures and later executions of the victims who were
thrown in the Drina river after the execution. 

This investigation is an example of good and efficient
cooperation between the Prosecutor’s Offices of the
two respective states, based on the Protocol on Coop-
eration, as this case refers to a war crime that was per-
petrated in the territories of the two states, and the
victims and witnesses in this case also reside on the
territories of the two states. 

The Chief Prosecutors Salihović and Vukčević em-
phasized that they were extremely satisfied with the
work of the joint team who had succeeded in shedding
light on this crime and in bringing hope and justice to
the families of victims that had been searching for the
mortal remains of their dearest ones and calling for
finding and punishing the perpetrators of this crime
for over a decade. 

In the course of this day, the suspects will be handed
over to the Prosecutors assigned to his case and the
Prosecutors will question the suspects and subse-
quently decide on putting forward a motion for cus-
tody. 

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
and the Office of the War Crimes Prosecutor of the Re-
public of Serbia will continue their cooperation in de-
tecting and prosecuting war crimes cases, and the
ICTY, MICT and UN Security Council will be informed
about the results achieved. �

Suspects of War Crimes in Štrpci and Višegrad 
arrested. Great success of the regional cooperation
of the Prosecutor’s Offices in BiH and Serbia 
Early in the morning of 5 December 2014, upon the orders of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the Office of the War Crimes Prosecutor of the Republic of Serbia, a police operation
was conducted simultaneously in the territories of the two respective states and several suspects
were deprived of liberty; ten (10) suspects were arrested in Bosnia and Herzegovina, whereas five (5)
suspects were arrested in the Republic of Serbia. 

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
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BiH, regional and international media reported on the 
joint operation of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH and the
Office of the War Crimes Prosecutor of Serbia related to

detecting and prosecuting those responsible for war
crimes committed in Štrpci and Višegrad in 1993.
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The 2014 European Commission
Report mentions activities of the
Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and joint operations
in fighting organized crime, corrup-
tion, money laundering and other
criminal offenses, as well as in com-
batting organized crime in the re-
gion, as positive steps forward. 

Our efforts in fighting interna-
tional smuggling of narcotic drugs,
money laundering, terrorism and
other serious criminal offenses
have been recognized, together
with the fact that Bosnia and Her -
zegovina has become a partner in
the realization of international ag -
reements and in the strengthening
of cooperation between judicial
and police agencies. 

In his address at the UN Security
Council, Mr. Hassan Jallow, Prose-
cutor of the Mechanism for Inter-
national Criminal Tribunals, con -
gratulated the Chief Prosecutor

Goran Salihović on excellent re-
gional cooperation and efficient
pro secution of the Štrpci case, whe -
reas, at the UN Security Council,
Mr. Serge Brammertz, ICTY OTP
Prosecutor, noted good managerial
skills of the management of the
Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. 

At the Regional Conference of
War Crimes Prosecutors, held in
December this year in Palić, Mr.
Thomas Osorio from the UNDP
Mission extended strong support
to the efforts of the Prosecutor’s
Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
aimed at strengthening regional
cooperation in the prosecution of
war crimes cases. 

The activities of regional cooper-
ation will be supported by the
United Nations.

The Director of the International
Commission on Missing Persons
(ICMP) in Bosnia and Herzegovi -

na, Ms. Kathryne Bomberger, has
also praised the work of the Prose-
cutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herze-
govina and its outstanding efforts
in conducting exhumations and
identifications of missing persons
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Another significant result is the
recognition given to the Chief Pros-
ecutor by the Indirect Taxation Au-
thority and its Director, Mr. Miro
Džakula, for outstanding results
achieved in the prosecution of tax
evasion cases and improvement of
financial discipline in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

The results for the next year will
surely be even better, as Prosecu-
tors and other employees of the
Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina will invest maximum
efforts in the process of establish-
ment of the rule of law, in the up-
coming period of our country’s
European integrations. �

What others said about us in 2014 
In 2014, compliments on the work of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina were extended
by Mr. Valentin Inzko, High Representative, Mr. Hassan Jallow, Prosecutor of the Mechanism for
International Criminal Tribunals (MICT), Mr. Serge Brammertz, ICTY OTP Prosecutor, Ms. Kathryne
Bomberger, Director of the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP) in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and many other officials, of which we are very proud.

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
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In 2014 the Indirect Taxation Authority
(ITA) BiH collected a record BAM 6.1 bil-
lion of indirect taxes. With its intensive
work in the fight against tax- evasion
during 2014 the Prosecutor’s Office of
BiH contributed significantly to better
collection of taxes and improvement of fi-
nancial discipline. Therefore the Indirect
Taxation Authority (ITA) BiH awar ded
its recognition – Coat of Arms of ITA BiH to the Prosecutor’s Office of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, headed by Chief Prosecutor Salihović, for good
cooperation and outstanding results. �

Indirect Taxation Authority (ITA) BiH
awarded its recognition – Coat of
Arms of the ITA BiH to the Prosecu-
tor's Office of BiH, headed by Chief
Prosecutor Salihović, for good 
cooperation and outstanding 
results in 2014



The signed Memorandum is a technical agreement
on the modalities of access to evidence thus formaliz-
ing the working relationship of the Prosecutor's Office
of BiH and MICT, the residual mechanism which will
continue to operate after the end of the mandate of the
Hague Tribunal. 

The Mechanism for International Criminal Tribunals
has the same mission and task as The Hague Tribunal
and the Prosecutor's Office of BiH, which is to detect
and prosecute war crimes cases.

Considering the fact that appellate proceedings in
several cases now pending at The Hague will be han-
dled by MICT including, inter alia, the cases against
Radovan Karadžić and Ratko Mladić both entirely re-
lated to events in Bosnia and Herzegovina, it is neces-
sary to ensure strong cooperation between the
Prosecutor's Office of BiH and the Prosecutor of the
Mechanism for International Criminal Tribunals.

"We are on the same track and we are truly allies be-
cause we are undertaking everything in our power to
ensure that the crimes committed do not remain un-
punished and that the perpetrators be prevented in
their attempts to avoid prosecution" - stated Chief
Prosecutor Salihović. 

"I support my colleague Salihović and I can com-
mend him on his hard work, as well as on the efforts
invested by the Prosecutor's Office of BiH in prosecu-
tion of war crimes. The Office will have our full sup-
port in its work in the future"- stated Prosecutor
Jallow following the signing of the Memorandum.

MICT Prosecutor - Mr. Jallow stressed that this is his
first official visit to Bosnia and Herzegovina and the
region, and that he was extremely pleased with the sig -
ning of the agreements with his fellow Prosecutors. �

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina

The two Chief Prosecutors signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding that will allow for intensive cooperation of
the two Prosecutor's Offices in prosecution of war crimes
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Chief Prosecutor Goran Salihović met with Prosecutor of the Mechanism for
International Criminal Tribunals (MICT) Hassan B. Jallow. Prosecutor Jallow 
voiced his praise for the work and efforts of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH
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The Chief Prosecutor of the Pros-
ecutor's Office of Bosnia and Her -
ze govina, Mr. Goran Salihović, met
with the Head of OSCE Mission to
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ambas-
sador Jonathan Moore. 

The Chief Prosecutor informed
the Head of Mission about the ac-
tivities of the Prosecutor's Office of
Bosnia and Herzegovina in fighting
organized crime, corruption and
terrorism, as well as about the achi -
eved results in regard to issuing
war crimes indictments and he
noted that the results in terms of
the number of war crimes indict-
ments issued for the current year
were the best results in the history
of the Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. 

The Chief Prosecutor informed the
Ambassador Moore about the ac-
tivities and efforts invested by the
Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina into developing and
strengthening regional cooperation

of prosecutor’s offices with respect
to the fight against organized cross-
border crime and cases where crim-
inal offenses were perpetrated in
the territories of several states. 

Ambassador Moore noted that the
OSCE Mission was an true partner
to the institutions of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in the process of es-
tab lishment of the rule of law, and

that the Prosecutor's Office of Bos -
nia and Herzegovina would have
the Mission’s support in the con-
tinuation of its activities aimed at
fighting organized crime, corrup-
tion and terrorism, as a very im-
portant segment in forthcoming
process of getting Bosnia and Her -
zegovina closer to European inte-
grations. �

At the meeting, the OSCE Head of Mission extended support
to the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina in its
fight against organized crime, corruption and terrorism
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Chief Prosecutor Goran Salihović met with the Head of OSCE Mission to BiH 
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A meeting between Mr. Goran Sali-
hović, Chief Prosecutor of the Prose-
cutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herze -
govina, Mr. Veselin Vučković, Acting
Supreme State Prosecutor of Monte -
negro and Ms. Đurđina Nina Iva no -
vić, Special Prosecutor, and their
deputies and associates was held on
the premises of the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The central topics of the meeting
pertained to the concrete coopera-
tion in some cases, based on the Pro-
tocol on Cooperation in Prosecution
of Perpetrators of War Crimes,
Crimes against Humanity and Geno-
cide, which was signed in Brussels in
late April this year. 

Direct cooperation between the
Prosecutor’s Offices of the two re-
spective States is very important,
since the work on war crimes cases
has revealed the fact that there are
some cases in Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina in which suspected perpetrators
are residing in the territory of Mon-
tenegro; also, the Montenegrin judi-
ciary is prosecuting some cases of
war crimes in which victims and wit-
nesses may be residing in the terri-
tory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The cooperation of these two Prose -
cutor’s Offices is an important step in
preventing war crimes from remain-
ing unpunished because the sus-
pected perpetrators of these crimes
are residing in the territory of the
other State. 

At the meeting held today, there
were some discussions about a few
concrete cases; however, at this point
we cannot provide the public with
more details on those cases, due to
the need to protect the investigation.

Moreover, the issue of appointing Li-
aison Officers to assist in facilitating
the cooperation between the Prose-
cutor’s Offices of the two respective
States was also discussed at this me -
eting. 

The realization of this cooperation
based on the Protocol has been
strongly supported by the instituti -
ons of the European Union as a sig-
nificant step towards the deve lop-
ment of the rule of law and strength-
ening judicial cooperation in the re-
gion, which is also an important seg -
ment that has been emphasized as
such in the Structured Dialogue on
the reform of the judiciary. 

The meeting in Sarajevo, held at the
highest-level, is the second meeting
held after the signing of the Protocol
and this cooperation will continue in
the future. 

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia
and Herzegovina resumes its activi-
ties of strengthening regional coope -
ration between the respective Pro se-
cutor’s Offices, for the purpose of ef-
ficient prosecution of all types of
crime committed in the territories of
several states, and for the sake of
preserving the rule of law and creat-
ing a safer environment on Bosnia
and Herzegovina’s European path. �

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
and the Supreme State Prosecutor’s Office of 
Montenegro held a meeting at the highest level 

12 December 2014

� The central topics of the meeting pertained to the concrete implementation
of the Protocol on Cooperation in Prosecution of Perpetrators 

of War Crimes, Crimes against Humanity and Genocide

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
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The Chief Prosecutor - Goran Sali-
hović met with the high level delega-
tion of the State Attorney’s Office of
the Republic of Croatia, headed by
the State Attorney General - Dinko
Cvitan.

This is the first official visit of Mr.
Cvitan to the Prosecutor’s Office of
Bosnia and Herzegovina following
his appointment as Head of the State
Attorney’s Office of the Republic of
Croatia.

Previous cooperation between the
two prosecutor’s offices was dis-
cussed at the meeting. The two pros-
ecutor’s offices have been coope -
rating for more than a year pursuant
to the Protocol on Cooperation in
Prosecution of Perpetrators of War
Crimes, Crimes against Humanity
and Genocide, which was signed in
Sarajevo in June last year with the
support of the European Union
struc tures in BiH.

In the previous period, the Prose-
cutor’s Offices of BiH and Croatia
have participated in and coordinated
several joint actions in the fight
against organized crime in the re-
gion, which were related to cases of
international drug smuggling, smug-

gling of illegal immigrants, counter-
feiting of money and other forms of
serious organized crime.

The cooperation of the two prose-
cutor’s offices is extremely important
both on regional and international
level for the fight against impunity
for war crimes as well as for protec-
tion of borders and prevention of
cross-border crime, because the Re-
public of Croatia is an EU member
state as of last year and Bosnia and
Herzegovina is in the process of Eu-
ropean integration in which the es-
tablishment of the rule of law is one
of the most important priorities for
the accession process.

The Prosecutor’s Offices will con-
tinue to coordinate joint activities
and operations against organized
crime in the future involving a num-
ber of police agencies of both coun-
tries, because organized crime re qui-
res a determined and organized res -
ponse of prosecutorial and police
structures.

During the meeting, Mr. Salihović
and Mr. Cvitan pointed out that the
intense cooperation will continue in
the coming months and that the pub-
lic and the citizens will be able to see
the results of this cooperation once
the activities in specific cases are re-
alized. �

Meeting of officials of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH 
and the State Attorney’s Office of the Republic of Croatia

December 2014



Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Chief Prosecutor Salihović acquain -
ted the officials from the OTP in The
Hague with the substantial pro gress
the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina made in prosecuting
Category 2 cases, namely the cases in
which the ICTY OTP initiated re-
spective investigations and which
were then, as cases in the investiga-
tion stage, transferred to the Prose-
cutor’s Office for further processing.

These are extensive and complex
cases and, given that the investiga-
tions in them were initiated in The
Hague, suspects in these cases are
mostly persons who discharged mid-
level command functions in the mil-
itary, police and political structures
that were active during the war in
Bosnia.

Recognizing the importance of pro-
cessing these cases, Chief Prosecutor
Salihovic has ordered expedient ac-
tion taking and issuance of prosecu-
torial decisions. Good results in the
prosecution of these cases are visible,
as ten Category 2 cases have been
completed thus far, thirteen cases
are at investigation or criminal re-
port stages and five cases are at trial
or appellate stages. In addition, Chief
Prosecutor Salihović has acquainted
his colleagues from The Hague with

the activities that will be undertaken
soon and which are aimed at speed-
ing up the work and the issuance of
prosecutorial decisions.

Chief Prosecutor Brammertz stres -
sed out that the progress in work on
these cases was visible and again ex-
pressed the support of the ICTY OTP
to colleagues in the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice of Bosnia and Herzegovina in
prosecuting Category 2 cases and
other cases dealt with by the Prose-
cutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herze-
govina. Moreover, Chief Prosecutor
Brammertz supported the regional
cooperation among Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Serbia, Croatia and
Montenegro under the Protocol on
Cooperation and noted that the Pros-

ecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herze-
govina was a key link in strengthen-
ing regional cooperation.

The regional cooperation is of ex-
treme importance for work on Cate-
gory 2 cases, as some of the suspects
and defendants are outside the bor-
ders of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

There was also discussion about fu-
ture cooperation between the two
Prosecutor’s Offices, which have
been maintaining good and profes-
sional cooperation for more than a
decade, as the mission of both insti-
tutions is combating impunity and
establishing the rule of law, as well as
working on building up peace and
reconciliation in Bosnia and Herze-
govina and in the region. �

Chief Prosecutor Brammertz noted that significant
progress was made in prosecution of category 2 cases

Chief Prosecutor Goran Salihović met with the Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz

14 December 2014
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Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia
and Herzegovina - Goran Salihović met with Ms.
Michaela Matuella - Head of the Unit for Bosnia and
Herzegovina in the European Commission Directorate
General for Enlargement.

At the meeting the Chief Prosecutor informed Ms.
Matuella about the activities that the Prosecutor's Of-
fice of BiH is carrying out in its efforts on cases con-
cerning war crimes, organized crime, terrorism, traf -
ficking in persons and corruption. 

During the meeting Ms. Matuella reaffirmed the sup-
port that the European Commission provides to the
Prosecutor's Office of BiH in its work and the role that
this institution plays in strengthening the rule of law
in the whole of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Taking into
account the information presented by Prosecutor Sal-
ihović, Ms. Matuella pointed out that the EU will con-
tinue to provide assistance in strengthening the ca -
pacities of the Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Her -
zegovina allowing it to cope with current and future
challenges.

The Chief Prosecutor conveyed his gratitude to the
EU structures for their support provided through the
projects in the Prosecutor's Office of BiH aiming to en-
sure more efficient processing of war crimes cases and
pointed out that war crimes charges are expected to
be issued against more than 100 accused persons
which is the best result in the history of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. 

Ms. Matuella welcomed the efforts of the Prosecu-
tor's Office of BiH aiming to improve the work on war
crimes and the fight against organized crime and cor-
ruption at all levels. �

Chief Prosecutor met with the Head of the Unit for Bosnia and
Herzegovina in the European Commission Directorate General
for Enlargement. Clear and full support voiced for the role of
the Prosecutor's Office of BiH in strengthening the rule of law
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The Prosecutor's Office of BiH
has, in the past 10 days carried out
8 extensive operations arresting
more than 75 suspects in its fight
against organized crime, war cri -
mes, smuggling and terrorism. The
operations involved hundreds of
police officers from several police
agencies in BiH. The past period
was truly the most frequent in the
history of the Prosecutor's Office
when it comes to the realization of
field activities. The opera - tions
were moving forward so fast as if
they were on the conveyor belt.
Persons with multiple criminal
records pertaining to organized
crime and war crimes suspects with
a fairly high level of responsibility
were arrested as well as politicians,
thus confirming that no one is un-
touchable for the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice of BiH. War crimes suspects of
all ethnic groups living in Bosnia
and Herzegovina were deprived of
liberty in the past period. Activities
of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH in
its fight against tax evasion have
certainly influenced the improve-
ment of financial discipline, which
is indicated by the fact that in the
past 8 months indirect tax income
has increased in the gross amount
of BAM 180 million. In the recent
months we have also opened do -
zens of new cases, and the coopera -
tion with the countries of the re -
gion has been raised to the highest
level. We will continue to fight or-
ganized crime and corruption, in
order to entrench the rule of law
and provide a safe living environ-
ment for all citizens of Bosnia and
Herzegovina on our path to the Eu-
ropean integration. Below is an
overview of some of the most im-
portant operations carried out in
the past 10 days. 

Monday, 
September 1, 2014 
- Joint operation 

in the "Miće" case

Apprehension of 13 persons sus-
pected of war crimes in Doboj and
Teslić. Category 2 case.

Approximately 40 killed and hun-
dreds of displaced, illegally incar-
cerated, tortured and abused
victims.

The Court of BiH remanded all
suspects in custody.

Tuesday, 
September 2, 2014
- Operation "Joker"

14 suspects deprived of liberty for
smuggling of excise goods, mostly
cigarettes. Two (2) tons of tobacco
seized. Remand in custody reques -
ted for 4 persons suspected of the
criminal offense of Organized Cri -
me and criminal offense of Smug-
gling.

� Evidence found in operation "Damascus"

Activities of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH   
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0 days of September in the first 10 days of September
Wednesday, September 3, 2014 
- Operation "Damascus"

16 persons suspected of criminal offenses re-
lated with terrorism. Members of the radical
Islamic groups. Five suspects remanded in cus-
tody.

Thursday, September 4, 2014 
- Persons suspected of genocide 

and war crimes deprived of liberty

Suspect Đojić Jozo, who is under investiga-
tion for war crimes committed in Odžak, ar-
rested

Two suspects - Miodrag Josipović and Bran-
imir Tešić, who are under investigation for aid-
ing and abetting genocide committed in
Srebrenica in 1995, arrested in Bratunac.

Sunday, September 7, 2014 
- Operation "Global"

Eight persons suspected of organized crime
and international smuggling of Cocaine and
Heroin deprived of liberty. Actions carried out
in Sarajevo and Banja Luka. The Prosecutor co-
ordinated the entire operation out in the field.
International cooperation achieved with sev-
eral countries.

Monday, September 8, 2014 
- Operation "Kavala"

Ten (10) persons suspected of organized
crime, theft of expensive motor vehicles, for-
gery of documents and further resale deprived
of liberty. The suspects include persons with
multiple criminal records and prior convic-
tions. The suspects come from both entities.

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 
- Operation "Meat"

Pursuant to the order of the Prosecutor's Of-
fice of BiH, 11 persons were arrested and 17 lo-
cations searched. It was one of the largest
operations in post-Dayton Bosnia and Herze-
govina in the fight against organized crime and
tax evasions amounting to more than 11 mil-
lion BAM. �
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Chief Prosecutor met with representatives of the 
Missing Persons Institute of Bosnia and Herzegovina

The Prosecutor’s Office of BiH held its regular coordi-
nation meeting concerning the process of exhumations,
which was attended by the Chief Prosecutor of the Pros-
ecutor’s Office of BiH, the Deputy Chief Prosecutor Gor-
dana Tadić, the leaders of the Missing Persons Institute
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, including two members of
the Collegium and the Head of the search, exhumation
and identification sector.

Issues related to the review of the work on exhuma-
tion cases and centralization of data on exhumations
cases in the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH were discussed at
the meeting as well as the review of the situation in par-
ticular ossuaries and morgues, and certain issues re-
lated to specific exhumation cases. �

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH continues 
with intensive activities on tracing and identifying the missing persons

Aerial reconnaissance of the areas with potential mass 
grave locations was organized during the past few days
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On the occasion of the International Day of the Disap-
peared the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH wants to inform the
public and the citizens of our country that it will continue
with intensive activities on coordinating and expediting
the process of tracing and identifying the missing per-
sons in cooperation with BiH and international institu-
tions.

The staff of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH has, in the
previous period, spent several hundred working days out
in the field in all parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in all
weather conditions and often in remote locations, aiming
to coordinate the work on the exhumation of war crimes
victims. 

The engagement of the BiH Armed Forces machinery
was arranged for assistance with the excavation of mass
graves. The BiH authorities were asked to allocate more
funds for this purpose; there was a series of coordination
meetings with all institutions involved in the process of
searching for the missing in order to remove all techni-
cal difficulties as soon as possible and to ensure that the
process does not get stopped or unnecessarily prolonged.

The Prosecutor’s Office of BiH has also undertaken a
series of activities and agreements with institutions of
the state that can help in this process, and has under-
taken activities to produce satellite images in its search

for traces of mass graves on the territory of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Following the approval of the BiH govern-
ment, aerial reconnaissance of potential mass grave lo-
cations was conducted in order to find the remains of war
crimes victims in collaboration with the International
Commission on Missing Persons -ICMP, the National
Council for Environmental Research and the University
of Bournemouth from the UK.

The Prosecutor’s Office of BiH continues with the ac-
tivities on the search for the remains of more than 8,000
people listed as missing during the war in BiH.

This process is extremely important for the families of
victims who have been searching for the remains of their
loved ones for 20 years or more.

Tracing the missing is also important for the prosecu-
tion of war crimes, as the remains that are found and
identified are important evidence in war crimes cases.

The Prosecutor’s Office of BiH invites all persons, or-
ganizations, political entities and institutions in BiH to
refrain from unnecessary politicization of the process of
search for the missing, because the process is primarily a
question of the truth, justice and reconciliation in Bosnia
and Herzegovina in which all victims are equal and the
rule of law is important in the process of peace building
and European Integration of Bosnia and Herzegovina. �
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Around 30 officials of Customs Authorities and BiH 
Indirect Taxation Authority, including its former 
director, deprived of liberty

Upon the order of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH and as part of the 
largest case pertaining to the fight against corruption and financial crime, 
54 suspects deprived of liberty so far

Pursuant to the Order of a Prosecutor of the Prose-
cutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina, activities are
being carried out in several cities of Bosnia and Herze-
govina, as part of the largest post-war investigation of
the criminal offenses of corruption.

In all parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in its both en-
tities and in the territory of the Brčko District, at sev-
eral dozen locations in the areas of Sarajevo, Tuzla,
Banja Luka, Prijedor, Prnjavor, Gradačac, Srebrenik,
Bijeljina, Zvornik, Tešanj, Čelić, Doboj, Čelinac, Brod,
Gradiška, Kozarska Dubica, Derventa, Bihać, Kotor
Varoš, Kiseljak and Ilijaš, fifty-four (54) persons have
been deprived of liberty or put under supervision so
far, and searches of a large number of facilities have
been conducted. 

The Prosecution Team consisted of two Prosecutors
and their Investigators and Associates have been con-
ducting a detailed and thorough investigation in this
case for more than eight (8) months.

Pursuant to the Orders issued by the Prosecutors
from the Special Department for Organized Crime,
Economic Crime and Corruption in charge of the re-
spective case, more than three hundred (300) police
officers are operating in the field. 

Among the persons deprived of liberty, there are
around thirty (30) officials of customs authorities and
the Indirect Taxation Authority of Bosnia and Herze-
govina, including the former Director of the Indirect
Taxation Authority of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The suspected persons in this case are subject to in-

vestigation for corruptive criminal offenses of organi -
zed crime, customs and tax evasion, illegal tax re mis-
sion and VAT refund, money laundering and abuse of
office or official authority in relation to the import of
textile and other goods to Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina is
conducting financial investigation in this case as well,
with the aim of blocking and confiscating illegal ma-
terial gain and property in multi-million amounts. 

Once the representatives of the Prosecution team
have questioned the suspects, they will decide whether
to put forward a Motion to order custody or to impose
prohibiting measures in accordance with the law;
moreover, a proposal will be put to block and put
under control the state property for which there is ev-
idence suggesting its illegal acquisition. 

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
resumes its fight against organized crime and corrup-
tion in which no person will be untouchable. �

Operation codenamed "Joker" initiated pursuant to the
order of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH. Several locations
searched and a number of persons deprived of liberty

Pursuant to the order of the Assigned Prosecutor of
the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH, police officers of the RS
MoI have carried out searches and arrests of persons
suspected of smuggling of excise goods.

Several locations were searched and 14 persons ap-
prehended.

Activities were, inter alia, undertaken in the area of
Banja Luka, Bosanska Gradiška and Laktaši. The mat-
ter concerns an investigation focused on detection of
criminal offenses and prevention of smuggling of cig-
arettes and other excise goods.

During the course of these activities two tons of to-
bacco were seized. �
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The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(BiH) expresses its appreciation to all police agencies
involved in the activities aimed at detecting and pros-
ecuting persons suspected of crimes of terrorism.

Under the supervision of the Prosecutor’s Office of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, several hundreds of police
officers are active in the field and the activities were
carried out in cooperation with SIPA, ISA BiH, Re-
publika Srpska Ministry of Interior (RS MoI), Brčko
District Police, Federation Police Department and re-
spective Cantonal Ministries of Interior.

Moreover, significant international cooperation was
effected in this case.

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina is
monitoring and will keep on monitoring instances and
activities of organizations and individuals in Bosnia
and Herzegovina that can be brought in connection
with terrorism and terrorist activities. �

Operation “Damascus” carried out upon the order of 
the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
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The Chief Prosecutor of the Pros-
ecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Her -
ze govina - Goran Salihović and the
Dean of the Faculty of Criminalis-
tics, Criminology and Security Stu -
dies of the University of Sarajevo -
Prof. Dr. Nedžad Korajlić signed a
Memorandum on professional, 
edu cational and scientific coopera-
tion today.

This memorandum establishes a
direct collaboration between the
two institutions, as well as a part-
nership in vocational and educa-
tional area.

The cooperation will, in particu-
lar, include the exchange of theo-
retical and practical know-how and
experiences in the application of
legal regulations in the field of
criminal legislation.

It will also significantly improve
the exchange of achieved scientific
and practical results in the process
of detecting and proving the com-
mitted criminal offenses in terms
of criminalistic and criminological
scientific results, and within the
concept of prosecutorial and police
cooperation in the investigation
stage.

Special attention will be paid to the
exchange of experiences in prosecu-
tion; the possibility of scientific ad-
vancement of instruments and so -
lutions in criminal legislation, as
well as the analysis of the criminal
activity status in Bosnia and Herze-
govina, which is of particular im-
portance for the Prosecutor’s Office
of BiH as well as the academic com-
munity in this field. �

Memorandum of Cooperation signed between the Prosecu-
tor’s Office of BiH and the Faculty of Criminalistics, Crimi-
nology and Security Studies of the University of Sarajevo

Acting on orders of the Court and
the Prosecutor's Office of BiH police
officers of the RS Ministry of Interior
have, in cooperation with the Federal
Police Department, undertaken ac-
tivities on detection and arrests of
more than 20 persons involved in in-
ternational drug trafficking, which
have continuously smuggled drugs
from the area of Montenegro to Bos-
nia and Herzegovina and Croatia
over the past six months.

According to the evidence collected
they have, in this manner, smuggled
more than 100 kilograms of the nar-
cotic "Cannabis sativa" also known
as Marijuana, "Skunk" and a signifi-
cant quantity of cigarettes and were
finally prevented in their actions by

jointly agreed activities of the police
and the prosecutor's offices of Bosnia
and Her zegovina and the Republic of
Croatia. 

Along with activities undertaken in
Bosnia and Herzegovina the Croat-
ian police carried out coordinated ac-
tivities to locate and arrest 10 per -
sons from the territory of Croatia.

This joint investigation also invol ved
police and judicial authorities of Mon-
tenegro who were acting upon the re-
quest of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH.

During the course of all these activ-
ities the suspects were put firmly
under control, the prime suspect S.P.
and two other persons are on the run
for some time.

Certain quantities of drugs, as well

as evidence of the committed crimi-
nal offense were found during the
search.

All suspects will be questioned by
the investigation team of the Special
Department for Organized Crime,
Economic Crime and Corruption
within the Prosecutor's Office of BiH
which is out in the field. Following
the questioning the team will decide
on a motion for remand in cus-
tody/imposure of prohibiting meas-
ures against the suspects.

This operation is the result of inter-
national and regional cooperation
between the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH and police agencies with judicial
and law enforcement agencies of the
countries in the region. �

Joint international operation codenamed "Šetač 2"
aiming to identify and prosecute those involved in 
trafficking of narcotics carried out pursuant to the
order of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH 
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Meeting of the Task Force for Fight against Trafficking in Human Beings held 
at the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH

A meeting of the Task Force for Fight against Traf-
ficking in Human Beings and Illegal Migrations in
Bosnia and Herzegovina was held on the premises of
the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
where there were discussions about the concrete activ-
ities needed for a more efficient prosecution of these
criminal offenses, as well as for punishing the perpe-
trators and providing assistance to the victims. One of
the conclusions from the meeting is that the Federation
of Bosnia and Herzegovina urgently needs to harmonize
its criminal legislation and incorporate these criminal
offenses in its legislation, since the current situation in
which these criminal offenses are not being prosecuted
at the level of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
causes damage to the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina
and our country’s international reputation and status
in regard to detecting, punishing and preventing the
trafficking in human beings. Mr. Goran Salihović, the
Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia
and Herzegovina and the Head of this Task Force, noted
that the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
had strengthened its capacities employed in dealing
with these cases, as well as that three Prosecutors had
been assigned to work intensively with police agencies
on detecting and prosecuting the perpetrators of the
criminal offenses of trafficking in human beings for the
purpose of their sexual or work exploitation, beggary
and all other forms of exploitation. The Chief Prosecu-
tor noted that the Indictment against thirteen (13) per-
sons in the case of Vučenović et al., which pertains to

the exploitation of over 630 victims during their work in
Azerbaijan, was one of the most important steps in the
current year in terms of fight against trafficking in
human beings, which would surely improve our coun-
try’s status in international reports. Moreover, the Chief
Prosecutor’s initiation of the joint meeting of the Task
Force and all Chief Prosecutors in Bosnia and Herze-
govina was announced to ensue very soon. This meeting
will be dedicated to the fight against trafficking in
human beings and concrete activities needed for a more
efficient prosecution of these criminal offenses, pun-
ishing the perpetrators and providing assistance to the
victims will be discussed. Representatives of the US
Embassy in our country stressed that the US Govern-
ment would provide assistance to the law enforcement
agencies in the period to come, by way of organizing ed-
ucation through international experts that would deal
with various forms of trafficking in human beings for
the purpose of sexual or work exploitation or other
forms of exploitation. The Task Force meetings are at-
tended by the representatives of all police agencies in
our country, representatives of the Prosecutor’s Office
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Prosecutor’s Offices of the
respective entities and the Prosecutor’s Office of the
Brčko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as
representatives of the Ministry of Security and the non-
governmental sector. This meeting was also attended
by Mr. Robert Thomson, Resident Legal Advisor of the
US Department of Justice at the US Embassy in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. �

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Concrete activities for a more efficient prosecution
of these criminal offenses and for our country’s
better status in international reports agreed
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Mr. Goran Salihović, the Chief Prosecutor of the Pros-
ecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina, met with the
representatives of the Monitoring Mission of the Coun-
cil of Europe and Ms. Mary Ann Hennessey, Head of the
Council of Europe Office in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The Delegation of the Council of Europe consisted of Mr.
Egidijus Vareikis from Lithuania, Sir Roger Gale from the
United Kingdom, Ms. Caroline Ravaud, Head of the Mon-
itoring Department of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe, and Ms. Mary Ann Hennessey, Head
of the Council of Europe Office in Sarajevo. 

At this meeting, the representatives of the Council of
Europe expressed their interest in the work and activi-
ties of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovi -
na in the process of strengthening of the rule of law in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, in the course of European in-
tegrations of our country. 

Members of the Monitoring Team engaged in the analy-
sis of the progress of our country’s structures in the past

period inquired whether the Prosecutor’s Office of Bos -
nia and Herzegovina had sufficient assistance and sup-
port from the institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovi na. 

The representatives of the Council of Europe were in-
terested in the investigation that is being conducted by
the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina due
to the non-implementation of the Decision of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights in the Sejdić-Finci case, so
the Chief Prosecutor informed them about the activities
conducted so far in this case by the Prosecutor’s Office
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as about the future
planned activities.

The Chief Prosecutor, Mr. Goran Salihović, informed
the representatives of the Council of Europe about the
current activities in the judiciary of Bosnia and Herze-
govina, the process of reform of the judiciary in our
country, as well as about the determination of the Pros-
ecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina to continue
with intensified prosecution of the perpetrators of the
criminal offenses of organized crime, corruption and war
crimes in the period to come. 

The Chief Prosecutor stressed that it was very impor-
tant for the judiciary to remain independent from any
political influence, to have its financial independence
and an independent election of Prosecutors, as well as to
secure the functioning of the judiciary as the third, inde-
pendent pillar of power. He also emphasized that this in-
stitution needed assistance of domestic institutions and
international community for achieving as good future re-
sults as possible.  

The participants at the meeting agreed that the rule of
law and the safety of the citizens of Bosnia and Herze-
govina were some of the key elements in the process of
the European integrations of Bosnia and Herzegovina. �
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� The central topics of the meeting pertained to the activities of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina aimed at establishing the rule of law in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and the progress achieved in the past year
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The Chief Prosecutor of the Prose-
cutor’s Office of BiH - Goran Sali-
hović met with the Minister of Fi -
nance and Treasury of the BiH Co -
uncil of Ministers - Nikola Špirić,
Director of ITA - Miro Džakula and
representative of the ITA BiH union
- Mehmedalija Osmić.

The biggest operation in the fight
against financial crime and corrup-
tion codenamed “Pandora” which
was carried out by order of the Pro -
secutor’s Office of BiH was discus -
sed at the meeting.

Meeting participants agreed that
these and similar operations in the

fight against evasion of taxes and
customs duties and corruption are
of vital importance for entrench-
ment of the rule of law in Bosnia
and Herzegovina and that this fight
is important for all citizens of
Bosnia and Herzegovina as evasion
of taxes and customs duties causes
great damages to the state and all
its citizens. 

It was concluded that these activ-
ities have to continue in the future
because the collection of taxes and
duties, as well as financial disci-
pline is an important segment in
the functioning of each state, as
well as that this operation sends a
clear message that tax and customs
irregularities will be detected and
the perpetrators prosecuted and
punished. 

A press conference was arranged
after the meeting and was attended
by several dozen journalists from
electronic and print media. �� One of the conclusions at the meeting was that the fight against corruption and evasion of tax and customs 

duties is a key element of the rule of law and state capacity building and that this fight will continue in the 

future with the support of all the institutions involved in the process

Chief Prosecutor, Minister of Finance and 
Treasury and Director of ITA held a meeting
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Early in the morning of June 2, 2014 operation code-
named "Gold" was carried out at several locations in
Sarajevo, Kiseljak and Pale by order of the Prosecutor's
Office of BiH.

By order of a Prosecutor of the Special Department for
Organized Crime, Economic Crime and Corruption
within the Prosecutor's Office of BiH the officers of the
Border Police of BiH and the ISA BiH carried out the
investigation activities.

At least 15 persons, of whom 10 were customs officers
- employees of the Sarajevo Airport Customs Office,
were deprived of liberty within the scope of the opera-
tion. One of the customs officers was deprived of liberty
at his workplace while the others were deprived of lib-
erty in their places of residence.

Along with these deprivations of liberty multiple loca-
tions were searched. Activities of detention and search
were conducted in Sarajevo, Kiseljak and Pale.

Persons deprived of liberty are, inter alia, suspected of
corruption offenses i.e. Abuse of Office or Official Au-
thority and Accepting Gifts and Other Forms of Bene-
fits.

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH carried out a several
months long extensive investigation during the course
of which evidence was collected as to prove that those
customs officers abused their office and took bribes,

that they accepted financial compensation to allow for
the import of items and goods the trade of which is sub-
ject to a special procedure (gold, etc.) as well as other
goods that were imported to BiH via the customs office
at the Sarajevo Airport. 

In addition to customs officers other suspected per-
sons who have participated in the crimes committed
were also deprived of liberty. 

Persons deprived of liberty are suspected of having
committed the criminal offense of Associating for the
Purpose of Perpetrating Criminal Offences (Article 249
of the CC BiH), the criminal offense of Abuse of Office
or Authority (Article 220 of the CC BiH), the criminal
offense of Accepting Gifts and Other Forms of Benefits
(Article 217 of the CC BiH) and the criminal offense of
Smuggling of Goods (Article 214 of the CC BiH).

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH will conduct a financial
investigation in this case in order to determine the
amount of ill-gotten gain obtained by committing these
criminal offenses and will seek forfeiture of ill-gotten
gain obtained by these civil servants.

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH continues to fight
against corruption together with police and law en-
forcement agencies in BiH with the aim to entrench the
rule of law on the European path of Bosnia and Herze-
govina. �

Ten Customs Officers of ITA deprived 
of liberty for corruptive crimes

Operation codenamed "Gold" carried out by order of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH

Chief Prosecutor - Goran Salihović,
met with the Director of the BiH Bor-
der Police - Zoran Galić.

Director Galić and his deputy in-
formed the Chief Prosecutor about
the irregularities regarding the ille-
gal use of equipment for lawful in-
terception of telecommunications
which was established to have taken
place by the management of Border
Police in the previous period.

Chief Prosecutor received the infor-
mation and results of the review
identified by the Border Police, and
stated that all allegations of illegali-
ties must be thoroughly investigated
and that any misuse of such equip-

ment must be prevented, as well as
the manipulation related to these
events.

It was agreed that the Border Police
will conduct a thorough investigation
of these events and submit a report

following a detailed inspection to the
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH.

Meeting participants pointed out
that the use of equipment for lawful
interception must be handled in ac-
cordance with the law. �

Chief Prosecutor met with the Director of 
the Border Police of Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Ceremonial collegium
A Ceremonial collegium of the Prosecutor's Office
of BiH was held on December 23, 2014. The Chief
Prosecutor presented the results achieved in 2014,
which were the best in the history of the institu-
tion, to all the colleagues from the Prosecutor's Of-
fice of BiH as well the plans for capacity building
and improvement of results in 2015 . �



The Delegation of the Office of the State Prosecutor
General of the Republic of Slovenia, comprised of the
State Prosecutor General of the Republic of Slovenia, Dr.
Zvonko Fišer, Supreme State Prosecutor, Mr. Aleš Bu-
tala, and the Head of the Specialized Prosecutor’s Office,
Mr. Harij Furlan, has visited the Prosecutor’s Office of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and met with the Chief Prose-
cutor, Mr. Goran Salihović, and his associates, Prosecu-
tors of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

At this meeting, the issues of prosecutorial cooperation
between these two states and joint fight against all forms
of cross-border crime have been discussed. 

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina and
the Prosecutor’s Offices in Slovenia have cooperated in
the past, in prosecuting perpetrators of criminal offenses
of smuggling of persons, smuggling of narcotic drugs,
counterfeiting of money and smuggling of weapons, in

which criminal offenses a link between Bosnia and
Herzegovina and Slovenia was determined. 

At this meeting, representatives of the two respective
Prosecutor’s Offices have exchanged their experience in
combating various forms of crime, and the issues of fight
against corruption and financial crime have also been
discussed. 

Likewise, future intensive cooperation between the re-
spective Prosecutor’s Offices of Bosnia and Herzegovina
and Slovenia has been agreed on at this meeting, partic-
ularly cooperation as part of the process of our country’s
European integrations. 

Moreover, the possibilities for concluding protocols and
agreements on direct cooperation in exchanging infor-
mation and evidence and in detecting and prosecuting
perpetrators of criminal offenses in Bosnia and Herze-
govina and Slovenia have also been discussed at this
meeting. �

Central topics of the meeting pertained to the 
interstate cooperation in fighting all forms of crimes

Chief Prosecutor met with the delegation of the Office of the State Prosecutor General 
of the Republic of Slovenia
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Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Support of the Kingdom of Belgium in 
establishment of the rule of law in our country

Chief Prosecutor, Goran Salihović, met with the Head of the Diplomatic Office
of the Embassy of the Kingdom of Belgium in BiH, Mr. Jean-Pierre Biebuyck

Diplomatski

kutak

December 2014

Chief Prosecutor Goran Salihović met with the Chargé d'Affaires
of the U.S. Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina H.E. Nicolas Hill.
The U.S. Embassy voiced its strong support to the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice of BiH in its efforts to establish the rule of law �

Chief Prosecutor, Goran Salihović, met with the Head of the Diplomatic Office of the Embassy
of the Kingdom of Belgium in BiH, Mr. Jean-Pierre Biebuyck on December 22, 2014.
Work and activities of the BiH Prosecutor's Office were discussed at the meeting as well as the
support of the Kingdom of Belgium in establishment of the rule of law in our country ". �



Chief Prosecutor met with 
representatives of the U.S. Embassy
in BiH to discuss urgent activities
needed in the fight against human trafficking

29

Diplomatski

kutak

The Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bo-
snia and Herzegovina - Goran Salihović and his asso-
ciates met with the representatives of the U.S.
Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina: Mr. Robert
Thom son, resident legal advisor at the U.S. Embassy
in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Mr. Ante Miliša, assi-
stant in the Political Department and discussed the
possibilities and modalities of activities that judicial
and law enforcement agencies can undertake in Bo-
snia and Herzegovina in order to combat human traf-
ficking more effectively and to protect victims of such
criminal offenses.

The issue of prosecution and in general the fight
against trafficking in persons for the purposes of va-
rious exploitation directly affect the status of our
country on the list of the countries with significant
rates of trafficking in persons made by the U.S. Go-
vernment.

The Chief Prosecutor informed the representatives of
the U.S. Embassy that the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH
actively participates in the work of the Task Force to
combat human trafficking and illegal migration, and
that it prosecutes several cases related to trafficking
for sexual and labor exploitation, as well as begging. 

The Prosecutor’s Office of BiH is prepared to work

together with judicial, police and security agencies in
our country in the future and to lead the initiative to
effectively prosecute perpetrators of human trafficking
for which it will require the assistance and support of
the institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the in-
ternational community.

The meeting participants also expressed their confi-
dence in BiH in terms of its ability to achieve signifi-
cant results in this area in the upcoming period thus
improving its status on the list of countries with si-
gnificant rates of trafficking crimes, which will require
coordinated activities and efforts of all institutions in-
volved in the issue. �
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The Chief Prosecutor of the Prose-
cutor's Office of Bosnia and Herze-
govina, Mr. Goran Salihović, met
with the Ambassador of the United
Kingdom to Bosnia and Herzegovi -
na, H.E. Edward Ferguson. 

At this meeting, there was discus-
sion about the work and activities
of the Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia
and Herzegovina in the process of
the establishment of the rule of law
and detection and prosecution of
perpetrators of war crimes, organ-
ized crime, corruption, terrorism
and other criminal offenses falling
within the jurisdiction of the Pros-
ecutor's Office of Bosnia and Her -
zegovina.  

The Chief Prosecutor presented to
the Ambassador the results that the
Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and

Herzegovina achieved in this year,
and he stressed that the support of
the governmental institutions in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the
international community was the
key factor in strengthening the in-
stitutions and establishment of the
rule of law in Bosnia and Herze-
govina. 

Ambassador Ferguson empha-
sized that the United Kingdom had

been helping
the estab-
lis hment of
the rule of
law in Bos -
nia and Her -
 zegovina for
ma ny years, as
that was one of the key segments in
the development of the security
and stability in the upcoming pro -
cess of bringing Bosnia and Her ze-
govina closer to the European in -
tegrations. 

At this meeting, the continuation
of the cooperation between the
Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the Embassy of
the United Kingdom to Bosnia and
Herzegovina was agreed. �

Diplomatski

kutak

Ambassador of the United Kingdom expressed
strong support to the BiH Prosecutor’s Office

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
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The Chief Prosecutor of the Pro-
secutor’s Office of BiH, Goran Sali-
hović met with officials from the
Bureau of International Narcotics
and Law Enforcement Affairs
which operates within the U.S. Go-
vernment.

International cooperation of the
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH with the
judiciary and police of the coun-
tries in the region in the prosecu-
tion of cross-border crime as well
as international cooperation of the
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH with the
U.S. judiciary and police in the pro-
secution of organized crime, terro-

rism and war crimes were discus-
sed at the meeting

INL representatives expressed
their support to the Prosecutor’s
Office in the process of entrench-
ment of the rule of law in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, as well as in the
activities that the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice undertakes in its efforts to
strengthen the regional coopera-
tion in the prosecution of war cri-
mes and organized crime. 

Concrete cooperation in the fu-
ture was also discussed given that
INL Bureau develops policies and
manages programs aiming to assist

partner countries to strengthen law
enforcement and institutional ca-
pacity of the rule of law thus ena-
bling partner countries to ef fec-
tively combat international pro-
duction/trafficking of narcotics as
well as international crime and ter-
rorism, in cooperation with the
countries in the region. 

As these programs also support
the work with victims and witnes -
ses in criminal cases the activities
that the Prosecutor’s Offices un-
dertakes in support of victims and
witnesses were also discussed �
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Chief Prosecutor met with the officials of
the U.S. Bureau of International Narcotics
and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL)



The Chief Prosecutor of the Prose-
cutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herze-
govina, Mr. Goran Salihović, has met
with the Director of the USAID Mis-
sion to Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr.
David Barth.

At this meeting, the issues of coo-
peration between the Prosecutor’s
Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
and the USAID Mission to Bosnia
and Herzegovina, which had been
realized in an earlier period of time,
and the planned activities for future
implementation have been discus-
sed. 

During this meeting, the activities
undertaken by the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice of Bosnia and Herzegovina in re-
lation to fighting trafficking in
persons and prosecuting and punis-
hing rapes and sexual violence com-
mitted during the war, as well as
those in relation to combating cor-
ruption and prosecuting perpetra-
tors of the criminal offenses of cor -
ruption have been discussed. 

The Chief Prosecutor has informed
Director Barth about a case formed
within the Prosecutor’s Office of Bo-
snia and Herzegovina which will in-

vestigate events related to the Natio-
nal Museum in Sarajevo, as this is an
institution of great cultural and hi-
storical significance for Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The USAID Director
has expressed his support to the Pro-
secutor’s Office of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina in protecting cultural insti -
tutions of great significance for Bo-
snia and Herzegovina. 

Director Barth has informed the
Chef Prosecutor about the future ac-
tivities that will be undertaken with
respect to strengthening the capaci-
ties to fight corruption in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The Chief Prosecutor
has supported the idea of strengthe-
ning the fight against corruption as
one of the priorities in establishing
the rule of law in Bosnia and Herze-
govina. 

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia
and Herzegovina and the USAID
Mis sion in our country have a long-
standing and successful cooperation
in strengthening judicial capacities
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. �

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Strengthening of capacities to fight 
corruption discussed at the meeting, 
strong support voiced for the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH

Chief Prosecutor met with the Director of the USAID Mission to BiH
Diplomatski

kutak



Chief Prosecutor - Goran Saliho -
vić, met with the Police Attaché of
the Embassy of Italy in BIH - Mr.
Giovanni Santoro and his collea -
gues tasked with the implementa-
tion of international cooperation
projects.

A project which will involve activ-
ities relating to joint regional and
international cooperation in the
fight against all forms of organized
crime was discussed at the meeting. 

Given the importance of regional
cooperation in combating cross-
border crime as well as the suc-
cessful realization of joint opera -
tions involving several countries,
the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH sup-
ports activities to strengthen re-

gional cooperation and bring Bos -
nia and Herzegovina closer to Eu-
ropean integration. 

Details regarding the project ac-
tivities will be agreed upon in the
future. �
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Strong support expressed to the 
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH: international 
cooperation projects tackling organized crime discussed

Chief Prosecutor met with the Police Attaché of the Embassy of Italy Diplomatski

kutak

The international students have expressed a desire
to visit the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH, within the
framework of their visit to the judicial institutions in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and to learn about the back-
ground and inception of the Prosecutor’s Office of
BiH, its results as well as the internal organization of
the institution.

The students in question are from the Department of
Psychology where they attend a program on transi-
tional justice, reconciliation and dealing with the past.
Under the program, the students are in a study visit

to Bosnia and Herzegovina where they are to learn
about the practical activities undertaken in Bosnia and
Herzegovina on rebuilding the society and trust after
conflict.

The Head of the Public Relations Department of the
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH - Boris Grubešić addressed
the students and spoke about the origins and role of
the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH in the judicial system of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the results achieved in the
prosecution of war crimes, organized crime, corrup-
tion, terrorism and other cases prosecuted by the
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH.

His presentation also included information about the
international cooperation of the Prosecutor’s Office of
BiH with judicial institutions in the region, Europe
and the world.

The Prosecutor’s Office of BiH is open for coopera-
tion with the academic community and students.
Throughout the years it has kept good cooperation
and an open door for the academic community in
Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as international sci-
entific institutions. �

Students of the University of Louisville (U.S.) 
visited the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH

� Students of the University of Louisville, Kentucky (U.S.) 

visited the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH.

December 2014



34

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Chief Prosecutor met with the
newly appointed Ambassador of
the Republic of Turkey in BiH -
H.E. Cihad Erginay.

Chief Prosecutor informed the
Ambassador about the history of
the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH,
internal organization of the in-
stitution, its performance results
and future activities.

Ambassador Erginay voiced his
support to the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice of BiH in its fight against all
forms of organized crime and es-
tablishment of the rule of law,
which is necessary for all citizens
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Chief Prosecutor thanked the
Ambassador for the support that
the Republic of Turkey provided
in the judicial reform process
and the strengthening of judicial
institutions. Both sides voiced
their confidence that the cooper-
ation and support will continue
in the future. �

Diplomatski

kutak

Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey voiced
his support to the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH
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The Chief Prosecutor Goran Salihović has met with IPA
Project representatives and diplomatic officials to dis -
cuss strengthening of prosecutorial capacities and our
country’s cooperation with prosecutorial structures in
the European Union.

A meeting between the Chief Prosecutor Goran
Salihović and IPA Project officials and diplomatic core
representatives has been held in the Prosecutor’s Office
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, where strengthening of
cooperation and getting the prosecutorial structures of
Bosnia and Herzegovina closer to the European inte -
grations has been discussed, in the light of a more
efficient combatting organized crime and corruption. 

One of the topics of this meeting pertained to the
upcoming process of appointing a Liaison Officer, namely
a Prosecutor from Bosnia and Herzegovina, who will be
seated in European Union's Judicial Cooperation Unit –
- EUROJUST, in order to improve cooperation in
combatting cross-border organized crime and corruption. 

The Chief Prosecutor Salihović has stressed the need to
maximally expedite Bosnia and Herzegovina’s connec -
tion with the structures of EUROJUST and EUROPOL,
because the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herze -
govina is already working on a larger number of in ves -
tigations and prosecutions of criminal offenses in cases
where crimes also extend to the territories of EU coun -
tries, particularly Croatia, Slovenia, Austria, as well as
other countries, all of which proves such cooperation to
be necessary. 

The Chief Prosecutor has informed the IPA repre sen -
tatives and the diplomatic representatives about the
activities aimed at strengthening the capacities of the

Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina with
respect to its staff, as well as in its technical segment. 

Moreover, the upcoming process of assigning a
Prosecutor from an EU country to the Prosecutor’s Office
of Bosnia and Herzegovina to support its work and
strengthen the cooperation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
with the countries of European Union in fighting
organized crime was discussed together with other
modalities of strengthening of the cooperation between
the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina and
prosecutorial structures in the EU countries. 

The Chief Prosecutor has informed the officials about
the results of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina achieved in 2014, when prosecution of
several complex cases falling within the domains of fight
against terrorism, corruption, organized crime and fi -
nancial crime was intensified. 

Good cooperation of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia
and Herzegovina in the case of combatting terrorism and
sanctioning the departures of BiH citizens to foreign
battlefields in Syria and Iraq has also been noted, and in
this particular case, significant cooperation with
prosecutorial and police structures in Austria and
Germany was realized.  

At this meeting, a joint conclusion has been reached
that intensive activities will start early next year, aimed
at linking and cooperation of prosecutorial structures in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the European Union, as
that will significantly assist the process of establishment
of the rule of law and creation of a safer environment for
all the citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as in
the region and in the European Union. �

Bosnia and Herzegovina will soon appoint
a liaison officer to the European Union's
Judicial Cooperation unit - EUROJUST

Diplomatski

kutak

December 2014

� Chief Prosecutor Goran Salihović met with IPA Project representatives and diplomatic officials, Strong support voiced to the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH

EUROJUST expressed strong support to the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH
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At precisely 6 p.m., at an agreed
command, started the operation that
is being carried out si mul taneously
in the territories of Ger many, Austria
and Bosnia and Her zegovina, and
several dozens of SIPA officers are
active in the field throughout Bosnia
and Herze govi na upon the order of
the Prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s
Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

This is a large international ope -
ration which is being conducted in
several states and the Prosecutor’s
Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
has achieved significant coope ration
with its partner judicial and police
agencies in Austria and Germany,
whose representatives resided in
Bos nia and Herzegovina in the past
period in order to attend working
meeting sessions.

The operation is directed at de -
tecting an international chain of

organized crime linked with the
trafficking in persons for prosti -
tution, as well as with other criminal
offenses, and according to the ope -
rational information, a larger num -
ber of persons, even minors, from
the Balkan countries are among the
victims.

This operation is a result of a long
and thorough investigation con -
ducted by judicial and police agen -
cies of the Republic of Germany,
whose Prosecutors and Investigators
have been working for months
together with their EU colleagues at
detecting this chain of organized
crime. 

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia
and Herzegovina and its partner
agencies in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
in the region and in EU countries, is
investing outstanding efforts into
detecting and prosecuting perpe tra -

tors of the cri -
minal offenses
of trafficking in
persons, since
those are ex -
tremely dan ge -
rous cri mi nal
offen ses that
ha ve impact on the lives of a large
number of victims. 

This operation and similar ope ra -
tions that will be realized in future
will surely help improve the inter -
national position of our country
when fighting this type of a crime
and aiding victims are concerned,
which is one of the key steps in es -
tablishing the rule of law and pro -
tecting human rights of victims co -
ming from socially vulnerable ca -
tegories. �

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Upon the order of the BiH Prosecutor's Office and EU Judicial
and Police Agencies, extensive operation is underway to fight
international trafficking in persons for prostitution
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Ambassador Knut Vollebaek,
Com missioner of the International
Commission on Missing Persons
(ICMP) visited the Prosecutor's Of-
fice of BiH and met with the Chief
Prosecutor - Goran Salihović.

The process of tracing and identi-
fying those that went missing dur-
ing the war in BiH was discussed at
the meeting.

Given that our country is still
searching for some 7.000 missing
persons and that tracing and iden-
tifying the missing is a very impor-
tant process as well as evidence of
war crimes, the Chief Prosecutor
pointed out that BiH institutions
must invest the maximum of ef-
forts in this area and that the help
of the international community is
required.

The Chief Prosecutor informed
Ambassador Vollebaek about the
capacity strengthening of the Pros-
ecutor's Office of BiH, in particular
of the Special Department for War
Crimes, and added that better re-
sults are expected in the prosecu-
tion of war crimes this year. He
also pointed out that the Prosecu-
tor's Office is putting forth the
maximum of efforts in exhuma-
tions and tracing and identifying
the missing persons but that it
needs assistance of the internati -
onal community in the process.

Ambassador Vollebaek and
ICMP’s Director-General Ms. Kath -
ryne Bomberger pointed out that
about 23.000 out of a total of
30.000 missing persons have been
found and identified to date, which
is a huge job done in this area, and
that activities on tracing and iden-
tifying the missing persons will
continue in the future.

Representatives of ICMP in BiH
have pointed out that these activi-
ties shall continue to be imple-
mented particularly when those
concern complex and large mass
grave sites in order to expedite the
identification of recovered re-
mains. 

It was pointed out that the activi-
ties related to recovery and identifi-
cation of victims from mass grave
Tomašica that were undertaken in
recent months required a great
commitment of the Prosecutor's Of-

fice of BiH and ICMP in BiH, which
is an example of their active coop-
eration and dedication to this task. 

The process to review cases of
unidentified mortal remains in 11
BiH mortuaries, which is currently
taking place in Goražde and was
completed in Mostar and Neve si -
nje, is to continue in the remaining
8 mortuaries, including Visoko and
Tuzla where the largest number of
mortal remains are located. 

This process, which will be ac-
tively carried out in the coming pe-
riod, will require great assistance of
the international community in
order to ensure that the identifica-
tion of remains found is completed.

During the course of the meeting
it was emphasized that attempts
will be made to try to detect new lo-
cations of mass graves in Bosnia
and Herzegovina with the help of
satellite imagery.

ICMP officials have expressed
their support to the Prosecutor's
Office of BiH in its efforts to estab-
lish the rule of law and prosecute
war crimes, as well as in its activi-
ties related to exhumation and
identification of missing persons.
The officials of the Prosecutor's Of-
fice of BiH participate in such ac-
tivities on daily basis and on mul -
tiple locations in all parts of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. �

The International Commission on Missing Persons - ICMP 
expressed its strong support to the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH 

� Strong support voiced to the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH and its efforts on tracing and identifying the missing persons
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Chief Prosecutor participated in the End Sexual Violence
in Conflict - Global Summit dedicated to prevention and
punishment of rape and sexual abuse in armed conflicts

Following the aforementioned
appointment, Prosecutor Gordana
Tadić will organize and manage
the daily activities and efforts of
38 Prosecutors working within the
Special Department for War
Crimes of the Prosecutor’s Office
of BiH. 

Following the appointment, Pro -
secutor Tadić stated that the pri-
ority will be to prosecute as many
war crimes as possible and to take
all necessary actions in order to
expedite the process of the search
for the missing persons.

Prosecutor Gordana Tadić has
worked in the judicial system
since 1996 and has, during her ca-
reer, performed the following du-

ties and functions: upon comple-
tion of studies in 1996 she worked
in the field of economy, from 1996
to 2003 she was the Deputy Mu-
nicipal Prosecutor in Živinice;
from 2003 to the end of 2011 she
was a Cantonal Prosecutor in
Tuzla. Following the judicial re-
form in Bosnia and Herzegovina
she served as Deputy Chief Prose-
cutor of the Cantonal Prosecutor’s
Office in Tuzla Canton from 2012
to December 2013. Ms. Tadić was
appointed Prosecutor of the Pros-
ecutor’s Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina by a decision of the
High Judicial and Prosecutorial
Council of Bosnia and Herzegovi -
na dated November 20, 2013. �

By the decision of the Chief Prosecutor Ms. Gordana
Tadić was appointed Head of Special Department for
War Crimes within the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH

Ms. Gordana Tadić appointed Head of Special Department for War Crimes within the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH

� London, June 2014.� Sarajevo, March 2014.



39

Drugi
o nama

PRESS CLIPPINGS

December 2014



40

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: The guest of the
show is Goran Salihović - Chief Prose-
cutor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH.
Welcome!

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Mr. Salihović,
welcome. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Thank you. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: What is the real
truth about the Prosecutor's Office?
Let's start in this order. When you were
appointed Chief Prosecutor what did
you find there?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well I found
an institution that was simply in need
of a manager. It has been left without a
Chief Prosecutor for long i.e. it had an
Acting Chief Prosecutor for almost two
and a half years and needed an infusion
of new blood to refresh the Prosecutor's
Office, to strengthen the capacities of
the Prosecutor's Office, to try to use the
potential that existed within the Prose-
cutor's Office as there are plenty of
really good Prosecutors there and a lot
of good professionals. We have set cer-
tain tasks for ourselves and I think that
we have, to some extent, succeeded in
them. I came to a large number of cases,
war crimes cases, accommodation ca-
pacities were insufficient, there was an
insufficient number of Prosecutors, an
insufficient number of legal officers,
small budget, regional cooperation did
not get far, no agreement was signed,
there weren't many corruption cases
and economic crime cases were simply
not proceeding as they should, so my
goal and task was to produce certain
documents that would allow us to pro-
ceed with the realization of all these
matters.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Did you make it?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, I think
that I can be satisfied at this point. It
will be two years in February that we
have succeeded in achieving for sure
some 80% of those things I have men-
tioned, of course it can get better and
we will try to do better. What did we
succeed at? We have initiated work on a
number of cases resulting with a large
number of indictments in all segments.
In the previous year - 2013 we have in-
dicted the biggest number of persons

and that is some 470 persons. That did
not happen in the history of the Prose-
cutor's Office, not in the 11 years of its
functioning, and we will have an appro-
ximate number in this year so we can
say that we have indicted about 1000
persons. Hence, when we look at the
Hague Tribunal, when we look at the
region, when we look at these 11 years,
it has never happened before. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Do not be a tattle-
tale. I'm interested to know how many
indictments were confirmed?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: All war crimes
indictments, practically from the incep-
tion onwards, were confirmed and in
essence this year we have, to this day,
issued 53 indictments. So that's twice as
much as last year. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: And those were all
confirmed?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: All were con-
firmed. One indictment was returned,
we appealed and the indictment was
confirmed. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Now, let’s...

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: It speaks of
quality in terms of the Prosecutor's Office.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Yeah, I wish to
first talk about that regional coopera-
tion for which you said that there was
none and then you had several mee-
tings and arranged this good coopera-
tion, first with Bajić, later with Cvitan,
with Vukčević from Serbia, with Mon-
tenegro. What has this regional coope-
ration brought us?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: This regional
cooperation has brought us a lot. I look
at this regional cooperation as a sign of
reconciliation in the region. We have
established very good relations. On my
very first day, a day before I was ac-
tually appointed, i.e. January 31 we
have signed an Agreement with Serbia.
This cooperation started with Serbia.
Sometime in the 6th month we have al-
ready signed the Agreement with Croa-
tia and then we signed the next
Agreement with Montenegro. Hence,
that was my goal. The Protocol as an
agreement was not just a dead letter, we
began to cooperate and we have created
joint teams. The results of our coopera-
tion are certain cases, certain evidence
used to form cases in Croatia, as well as
Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Therefore the message was very clear -
that criminals will not be able to escape
anywhere in terms of region and the
best proof of this is the recent example
of Štrpci case, where we have worked
together with the Office of the War Cri-
mes Prosecutor - Special War Crimes
Prosecutor's Office of Serbia for over a
year as one team. That was it - we have
all practically lived this case and are ex-
tremely proud of it.  

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Well, this regional
cooperation has led to you being men-
tioned by name by the leading person of
the Hague Tribunal in front of the Uni-
ted Nations. When there is some refe-
rence to Bosnia and Herzegovina in the
United Nations it usually concerns bad
things. 

Interview of the Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's    
on the ”Telering” TV show on December 28, 2014.

Interview
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GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Yes. Yes, I am
extremely proud. It’s the last report
when Mr. Brammertz and Mr. Hassan
Jallow from the International Tribunal,
had presented their report in New York
where Mr. Hassan congratulated and
praised Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH and me as
the Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's
Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina, for
the joint operation with Serbia and for
the achieved level of cooperation con-
cerning war crimes in the region. We -
the Prosecutor's Office are extremely
proud of it and also of the positive com-
ments of Mr. Brammertz, hence certain
manipulations of some people who are
not happy with what we do with war cri-
mes and criminals do not stand a
chance. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Tell me, whose
man are you?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: I'm nobody's
man - that is I am the man of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. It is my duty to pro-
tect the State of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina and in some way I am the man of
those injured, of all the victims - I re-
present the interests of victims in cases,
all war crimes cases and I think that I
am, I certainly should be, the Prosecu-
tor of all citizens of Bosnia and Herze-
govina.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: And what about
the story of being an American man, the
story of being, oh I do not know, the
man of Zlatko Lagumdžija, Bakir,
whoever - it does not matter?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well accor-
ding to these stories I was everybody’s
man. For a few months I seem to be
here somewhere, in one political op-
tion, then in another political option,
and then with internationals... I can as-
sure you that you that I am nobody's. I
love this country, I love its citizens. I am
trying to move things with a step or two
I take, to get us closer to the European
Union and NATO, those are my goals
and some of my choices. I am a Social
Democrat by orientation but I am cer-
tainly not anybody's man. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Mr. Salihović,
who can guarantee me that you will not
be satisfied by the show and then have
SIPA come and detain me?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: I will certainly
be pleased with the show because I'm
transparent and I think that can you ask
me anything freely. And those methods
are long gone I think - methods of that
past country. I believe that SIPA or any
other police cannot and should not be
operating without the order of the Pro-
secutor or a Court order. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: So, you guarantee
that no one in this country can be a part
of a staged political or any other pro-
cess?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: I am convin-
ced of that and have been saying it from
the first day. I stand by that - there is no
way that my colleagues and I will try
anything in that area - rest assure as ci-
tizens, politicians or anyone else that
you will have a fair treatment at any
stage of the proceedings. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: You started the
story on war crimes and these days
there are operations taking place aro -
und these war crimes. Since you've
taken over the position of the Chief Pro-
secutor a great job was actually done,
but again it happens that Mr. Dukić
from the Association of Serbs complains
that there are not enough of those arre-
sted who committed crimes against
Serbs and this seems to go around and
around. You will explain whether you're
mindful of that or are you just collecting
evidence and doing the required job
when the right time comes?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: I think I don't
have that problem or my Prosecutors.
We are looking for criminals, or to be
exact for us all the criminals are the
same and all the victims are the same.
Hence, we do not look at the number of
those in this or that group, but in prin-
ciple perhaps some are displeased that
we work on all cases. Maybe they have
looked at it through different eyes. You
can see yourself that we do some work
in the northern part of Bosnia and then
the eastern part of Bosnia, the west, the
area around Mostar, and then around
Sarajevo. This means exactly what you
have said, we use what we have the evi-
dence we collect that are sufficient for
the indictment to go and that's it. Ergo,
there is no theoretical chance that we
have a policy to prosecute one group of
people or the other - we just work with
what we have and that's it. I put it to you
that we are only interested in crimes and
criminals and they are all exactly the
same to us and before the law. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Regarding the
story of the war criminals, let’s say I'll
take your word for it, and in the end
your results speak for themselves. Your
interests however are not only war cri-
mes, there are other matters that were
prosecuted such as trafficking in per-
sons, drugs, economic crime and so on?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Yes. This Pro-
secutor's Office has a huge jurisdiction
in the sense that it handles war crimes,
organized crime, terrorism, economic
crime, corruption and the general cri-
mes. If we look at the region they have
Special Prosecutor's Offices for Organi-
zed Crime and for War Crimes both in
Serbia and Croatia, but here it is all con-
centrated in one Prosecutor's Office and
it is all in fact very demanding, difficult
job. But I think that we are beginning to
respond positively in this segment be-
cause we have built capacities. It is true
that we put the emphasis on what is in-
teresting at the moment, it means that
one of the priorities is the fight against
terrorism. By passing the law, we are
the first in Europe to begin processing
or arresting ,on two occasions, these
people who went to fight at foreign batt-
lefields. I think that by the end of the
year Bosnić will be indicted and it will
be the first indictment in Bosnia and
Herzegovina for such terrorism which
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means that we are committed to it. This
case resulted with us assisting, in some
way, to Austrian or German cases. You
have seen that we had recently carried
out these operations. We cooperate ex-
tremely well in the region and with Eu-
ropol and Eurojust in terms of
prosecutorial cooperation and I can tell
you that as the criminals team up we
team up as well, although perhaps not
as fast, but believe me there is some
very good cooperation going on. We
also put the focus on trafficking in per-
sons. We had a major case of which we
are extremely proud which involved
some 500-600 persons - injured parties
in this case. It is the “Azerbaijan” case,
where there was labor exploitation in
the sense that the people were turned
into slaves. They were stripped of their
passports, everything was taken away
from them and they were all originating
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia,
Macedonia and Montenegro. The case
was successfully completed, there is I
think 39 accused persons there. Hence
we have shown results in this segment
as well and we expect a better place-
ment in terms of United States traffi-
cking report.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Yeah, so you see
an indictment for terrorism against Bo-
snić by the end of the year?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well I think it
should happen.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Is there any inf-
luence of the Embassy of the United
States?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Let me tell
you immediately, no one influences us
in terms of indictments or anything.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Are there any Pro-
secutors in the Prosecutor's Office who
are under the patronage of politics?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well pursuant
to the Law on the HJPC and by what the
code prescribes no such Prosecutors
and Judges should exist. Political orien-
tation that is within you and in accor-
dance to which you vote is your right
and nobody has the right to have it pre-
vented. I believe that there is no direct
political influence or direct influence
where someone would work for parti-
cular politics. I think there is none of
that and I can assure you that there isn't
because it is not reflected in the respec-
tive relations in Bosnia.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Time for the first
block of commercials, we will back after
the commercials and it will be quite in-
teresting.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Goran Salihović,
Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Of-
fice of Bosnia and Herzegovina is our
guest. Mr. Salihovć, what you have tal-
ked about so far is more a story that
leans towards internationals because
we just did not really have many cases,
other than those two extreme cases,
concerning terrorism or the matter you
have mentioned. What is important at
the moment, though, when we do not
want to talk about the past is economic
crime. I remember recent arrests of I do
not know some hundred persons, bor-
der police officers, indirect taxation em-
ployees, What has the state gained
through your major operation?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, the
other day you have seen that an infor-
mation was presented that Bosnia and
Herzegovina has collected a record six
billion revenue. And we saw that there
were floods, Croatia entered the Euro-
pean Union, business environment for
Bosnia and Herzegovina is quite bad,
this was pretty much a bad year for Bo-
snia and Herzegovina and unlikely as it
was the revenues increased. The Prose-
cutor's Office of BiH has indirectly inf-
luenced revenue increases by approx i-
mately a billion by just taking actions
concerning indirect taxes - by the mere
announcement that we will control and
prosecute certain companies. If you re-
member we had some top ten compa-
nies there, and the Kekerović case has
actually started it all. We had a signifi-
cant increase in revenue from these
things, you yourself said that we had
some arrests, we issued indictments
against customs officers, indirect taxa-
tion employees, and it was the same
with Kemal Čaušević case - those are all
segments that contributed. For exam-
ple, the daily revenue of the Federation
and Republika Srpska was somewhere

about 2.5 million in the Federation and
perhaps a million and a half in Repu-
blika Srpska. One day a man from the
treasury told me that the revenue was
30 million. We have not found anything
new, we did not find oil, there was not-
hing new other than the way people
started thinking...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: So discipline was
simply imposed?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well to some
extent we have, in this way, certainly in-
troduced discipline and we will work on
it. It is our direct jurisdiction and we
will try to do the maximum concerning
taxes, although it is very difficult. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Mr. Salihović,
you've just said something that is very
deadly to everything that was done be-
fore. If things were the way you say,
how much money has the state then lost
from this Kemal Čaušević case?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Probably a
huge amount of money was lost, this
can best be presented by director Dža-
kula but we see that the budget was in-
creased according to their data. So our
thoughts, mine and his, are that what
we have done has indirectly influenced
the matter for sure.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: ...It has influenced
it a lot, I think, out of fear they are pro-
bably starting to do their business pro-
perly, right?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: They are star-
ting to pay.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: They are starting
to pay ... Tell me, tell me what is your
relationship with the Court of BiH like?
I sometimes have the feeling that you
have not completed the Faculty of Law
at the same place; some did it in Vitez,
some in Sarajevo, some in Belgrade,
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some in Travnik?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: You see, that
relationship is excellent.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: How can it be a
great relationship when you detain peo-
ple and they let them go? 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well the de-
tention itself does not have to mean that
someone is guilty or not guilty. To put
it in plain language it is a measure that
is intended to ensure that we get to in-
dictment more easily. We propose cu-
stody, the court sometimes accepts it,
sometimes it extends it and then some-
times it does not accept but it is not at
all a terrible thing. However, the media
has created and the people believe this
view that whoever gets released will
never be prosecuted or imprisoned. It is
not true, I have no problem there. I was
a judge my whole life i.e. the court pre-
sident and in my head I still have that
chip of a judge so that represents no
problem. It is simply just following the
letter of the law on both sides. I think
we highly appreciate each other and I
think this is the judicial part standing
on one side.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Mr. Salihović, but
I find it illogical, if judge Izo Tankić sen-
tences Turković to 42 years to see that
verdict dismissed. When he passed the
verdict the state had its final say on the
rule of law !?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: You see, I can
now speak for two sides. I can speak as
a citizen and that I have done.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Speak anyway you
will please. The next thing I know you
will tell me that you do not have anyt-
hing to do with it?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well let me
tell you, the Court has quashed the first
instance verdict for some procedural
reasons, hence the Prosecutor's Office
practically had nothing to do with that.
The second instance court will probably
pass the same or maybe a more se-
vere/lenient sentence and I think that
is it. I respect that decision, but as I
have said I was unhappy as a citizen
and I think I have the right to say that.
Essentially, however, we respect the
Court's decision. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: I respect the
Court's decision, but it  seems then that
it was directed against Izo Tankić, was it
not?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, you see,
I cannot say that it is directed against
Izo Tankić.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: You do not have to
say anything, I said it.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Maybe it is
against or maybe there's one other
thing, I think that at the time the Court
and the Prosecutor's Office were for-
med it was a great thing and that was
the maximum that we could have. Now
I think the time has come, and we have
the analysis of the Venice Commission,
the European Commission, the judicial
community and even some politicians,
which indicate that we should seriously
consider making a second instance
court be it Supreme Court or Appellate
Court but I think the time has come for
us to respect what the European Com-
mission has found. I think we would
have greater legal certainty if we get
that Court.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Now you are tal-
king to me like Dodik?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, he once
said it and I think he is right - we cannot
have two courts in one court and that
we should consider a second instance
court.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Now, let’s go to
concrete matters, and you can probably
imagine what we from the media are
most interested about - the "Gibraltar"
case. Pompous detention, SIPA taking
people in and then they get released du-
ring the night, what is going on with the
"Gibraltar" case?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well nothing,
in the "Gibraltar" case we have, as I told
you earlier, proposed a measure that
the court did not accept to allow us to
get to indictment more easily. Perhaps
the Prosecutor's Office was in some way
slowed down up to the indictment
stage, but maybe it's just as well. Now a
team was formed, several Prosecutors

are working on this case and we will get
to indictment in this case. We are wor-
king peacefully with several related
countries such as Austria, Germany,
Slovenia, it perhaps concerns money
laundering in the United States, so it's a
fine story in which many people are hel-
ping us a lot through this case. I cannot
talk specifically about the case. It is said
that this is the case that will hit many
but we will just go ahead with what we
have and we will see....we expect that
this will be concluded with an indict-
ment. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: You are convinced
that the indictment will follow and that
it will be confirmed as all other indict-
ments so far?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: I don't think
there will be any… 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: But Mr. Salihović,
when people are taken in by SIPA with
handcuffs on their hands and then re-
leased during the night or in the mor-
ning, then the ordinary citizen gets the
impression that they are not guilty, that
you were wrong to detain. And you told
me just now that you are doing your
job?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, of
course. I am telling you that the deci-
sion on remand in custody is up to the
Court. We have the right to appeal the
decision - sometimes the Court accepts
it sometimes it does not. Sometimes the
remand in custody is accepted imme-
diately but in any case it is one of the
measures that we use to collect evi-
dence to get to indictment. So it's com-
mon. Maybe in this situation, as you
have said it, where we have media in-
volved  maybe that is why it was made a
big deal - to use plain language, but in
essence things like this always exist. If
there is an arrest in any case that we are
working on there is bound to get atten-
tion.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Okay, but tell me
Mr. Salihović, is it necessary for SIPA to
barge into people's places with long
barrels. Out of courtesy I will not name
the Governor of Una-Sana Canton be-
cause you were not doing it, but here in
Gibraltar they were taken in with hand-
cuffs and escorted home with long bar-
rels, is it necessary?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well you see
the one thing...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Isn't your sum-
mons enough for them to come, I think
it is, I do not know.
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GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: I just told you,
for the preservation of evidence, in
order to get to indictment easier. The
assessment and proposal for the order
is submitted by a Prosecutor and the
Court decides on it - meaning it is not
just ours. What I'm saying is that it is
estimated whether they should be in cu-
stody because of influence on witnesses,
due to the fact that certain evidence
could be lost, due to the risk of flight,
hence it is our estimate and that of the
Court that it should be so.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Very well, and
who made the decision that the Presi-
dent of the Federation should be taken
in with handcuffs and detained?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well the sa -
me, a motion was submitted by the Pro-
secutor's Office and the Court con fir-
med it should go like that. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Very well, Mr. Sa-
lihović, do you think that the detention
of Živko Budimir was a coup d'etat?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: What coup
d'etat?!

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: What was it then?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, nothing.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: I do not know, you
see there are stories in the media about
a gun with a registration that expired
the day before, and he won that case, I
think, at the court. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: We have char-
ged him with certain things, we issued
an indictment. We proposed remand in
custody and the Court ordered it. The
Court ordered custody. We can also
suggest that you jump from the tenth
floor, if you understand me. So it was
our proposal but the Court confirms re-
mand in custody. The remand in cu-
stody was not extended i.e. he was
released. We have issued an indict-
ment, the Court declined jurisdiction
and transferred the case to a lower level
court. What happens there is no longer
a part of our job. We had a case recently
where we have caught a corrupted PM
for taking BAM 20.000 for a job and we
issued an indictment.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: In Tuzla, yes. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Yes. The Co -
urt declined jurisdiction and transfer-
red it to a lower level court. It is the
assessment of the Court, and that's it.
We believe that.....

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: And when it is
transferred to a lower level, the Canto-
nal Prosecutor’s Office you have not-

hing to do with it anything more?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: We have not-
hing to do with it, unfortunately.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: You do not have
any influence on the Cantonal Prosecu-
tors?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well we do
not, how can we?.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: None at all?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: We would
have to change the law to have the si-
tuation as it is with Bajić in Croatia.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: It's a little strange
- it should be like that.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well it
should, let’s all lobby for it. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Well come on, I
think it's a little strange that you cannot
do anything with the Cantonal Prosecu-
tor.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, that is
the law.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: OK, I want to be-
lieve you. Why did you detain Lijano-
vićs before the election?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: We went
ahead with a motion for remand in cu-
stody because, at that moment, we had
certain evidence - it has nothing to do
with elections. The expert examination
was supposed to be finished somewhere
in the sixth month but it was prolonged
and then there were vacations, hence it
was completed in September and we
went with it. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: What is it with
this "Meat" case how it is ...?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well the case
is in the indictment stage and the in-
dictment will be issued soon… 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Tell me Mr. Sali-
hović I was always interested, as are - 
I believe our viewers, who gives those ...
those names to operations "Gibraltar"
"Meat"?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well the Po-
lice, and maybe my Boris and Prosecu-
tors and so on. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Who ever thinks
of it eh?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well they
agree when they proceed with the ope-
ration. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Good. What is
your cooperation with SIPA like?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: The coopera-
tion with SIPA is good, no ...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: How can it be
good when you and Goran Zubac are
suing each other?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, Goran
and I are irrelevant, what matters are
the institutions. We have had no pro-
blem with SIPA in terms of acting on
orders issued by the Prosecutor's Office. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Did you have a
problem in "Mehmedović" case?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: We never had
a problem there. We acted according to
the law, they have proposed detention,
we felt that it was not needed and that
was it. The actions taken were in accor-
dance with the law. We have very good
relations with all police agencies not
only with SIPA. I can only commend
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the work of all police agencies, since
they have worked a lot out in the field.
Many police agencies were engaged Mi-
nistry of Interior of Republika Srpska,
Federation Ministry of the Interior,
Brčko District, the Border Police, the
Directorate, I can only say that they
were working as one body. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Tell me will you
have any major operations soon that
will be similar to those in the past year,
which will again shake the country and
make the headlines?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well to tell you
the truth, I first have to finish this year’s
work, there is a lot more to be done be-
fore the new year, things to go over. I
think that next year we shall have even
better results with regards to war crimes
and we shall also work on cases concer-
ning economy, corruption, terrorism.
My colleagues and I shall make a com-
prehensive plan and follow it through.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Mr. Salihović you
carry a great burden. First of all the ci-
tizens expect a lot from you, you are a
civil servant, you are obliged to work for
the benefit the state and the citizens ex-
pect a lot from you, because if the citi-
zens trust the Prosecutor's Office, the
Court and SIPA we than have proof of
rule of law. To what extent have you, in
your own opinion, responded to this de-
mand, this desire, and this concern of
citizens?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, I told
you that it was first necessary to
strengthen the institution, which means
there is plenty of ...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: You have com-
plained about it when you came. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Yes and a lot
of time was lost. A lot of time.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: You had the peo-
ple....and people had consideration,
hence you have strengthened the Pro-
secutor's Office. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Yes and I will
take this opportunity to thank the
Council of Ministers, the Prime Mini-
ster, the Minister of Finance, all those
who had the understanding, and that
includes all Ministers in the Council of
Ministers, who had strengthened the
institution. There are also IPA funds
which have given us ...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: If I were the Chief
Prosecutor the Council of Ministers
would have built me a golden building.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: As you have
said, they all expected us to work, so we
had to work hard and to show results. I
cannot of course be fully satisfied, but if

we are talking percentages maybe we
have been able to do some 80%. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Where did you
fail?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well I cannot
say that we have failed, but perhaps we
needed a little more time, maybe some
cases in which we might have been able
to go all the way to the top. But you have
to have evidence for everything that we
have just been talking about. We have
just talked about it how one can be the
talk of the town but if there is no evi-
dence it will not lead anywhere. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Yes, there have
been many stories before your arrival,
about, oh I do not know, the arrest of

Dodik, the “Racketeering”.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well no one ...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Was the “Racke-
teering” finally brought to an end?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well I think
the “Racketeering” was transferred to
the Canton as well. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Well it seems that
whatever you touch just gets transfer-
red to Canton.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: I came and all
... I have not found anything... I told you
this last time, I did not ...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Everything was
transferred to the Canton?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Everything
was there. I said that in fact we started
building cases. No one will be arrested
if there is no evidence. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: What are your re-
lations with the media like, I know you
are in midst of law suits with some fel-
low journalists?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, I think
that they are correct, I have always been
open, and I have nothing to hide. Of
course I shall sue in case of a lie and fal-
sehood. I started winning the cases and
cashing in on judgments that have to be
published as well ... certain judgments
were published and I plan to do the
same in the future - sue for lies and
slander and remain open for fairness. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: What does lie and
slander mean, you sued Slobodna
Bosna right?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well I sued
Slobodna Bosna and all those who came
forward with lies and untruths. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: What was the lie
and slander?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: I do not know,
there were a lot of cases in all media.
For example, this ... well I cannot even
remember now…. there was a lot of
that, but there were some untruths ...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: As I recall, it was
your travels, the fact that you took peo-
ple who are not employees of the Pro-
secutor's Office with you and so on.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: I did not take
anyone, it was not the travels. It’s pro-
bably because I labeled travels as confi-
dential. I had done it for safety reasons.
You have seen what's going on. Is it ne-
cessary for them to know where the
Prosecutor is going, since his head is in
the bag? For example, when I go to Ser-
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bia, and I go, I first go to Orašje then to
Serbia. I do not go directly, because I
am wiretapped and threatened and
many other things. You’ve seen lately
that I am in...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Wait, who is wire-
tapping you, who is wiretapping the
Prosecutor?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, perhaps
some foreign forces ...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Ours cannot, be-
cause they cannot do so without your
consent. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well they
should not….they do not have that con-
sent, of course, of course. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: No, no, without
your consent there can be no intercep-
tion. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Of course. So
there should be some caution involved. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Good. Let me ask
you something, now that you are
talking about it, who guarantees
safety to your Prosecutors? I see
that Mrs. Diana Kajmaković and
Oleg Čavka are often mentioned,
if not most often, I even think
that there was something wrong
with the vehicle of Mrs. Kajma-
ković, right? Who guarantees sa-
fety for them?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: It is not
just the two of them, the other
day I listed some ten Prosecu-
tors. There is Dubravko and the
fact that an apartment of a colleague
was broken into the other day, many ve-
hicles were stolen, I was threatened
with murder then Dubravko Čampara
and then ... So, to put it simply, we are
all in danger in some way. My asses-
sment is that we need to change the
laws when it comes to security that we
have to strengthen the penalties; that
we will need to look into how the sy-
stem works in the United States - where
the Marshals protect Prosecutors and
Judges; that we simply need to work on
this. This job is extremely dangerous.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Especially in the
Balkans. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Oh it is dan-
gerous everywhere, it is extremely dan-
gerous and I think that Judges and
Prosecutors do not have adequate pro-
tection. Those targeted first are Prose-
cutors and Judges of course. I need not
highlight anyone in particular as we are
all completely vulnerable. Now I am tel-

ling you, and I have never mentioned
before that I was in danger or Du-
bravko, but in principle I think that
these issues are becoming more fre-
quent lately and we will ask the state for
protection and amendments to legal
authorizations.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Time for the se-
cond block of commercials. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Mr. Salihović
what is the length of your mandate?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: The mandate
is six years. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Why is it six years,
is there a political influence on you?
They have a four year duration but to be
honest they have lasted for 22 years. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well no, it is a
concept in the Law on the High Judicial
and Prosecutorial Council, the mandate
of the President of the Court and Prose-
cutor at higher levels is six years, and
for those at lower levels four years.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Let’s concentrate
on the future. This road that you have
mapped, laid out, what would you wish
for by the end of that six-year mandate,
we will not talk about the new mandate
- it's early, you have not halved this
mandate did you?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: It will be two
years in February.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Well, you have not
even halved it. What do you wish to ac-
hieve for the next four years?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, to
strengthen the institution in the sense
that we can respond adequately to these
war crimes that are an enormous bur-
den, to try to handle as many exhuma-
tion cases as possible. We were able to
find the highest number of missing per-
sons in Bosnia and Herzegovina; we
had 32 000 missing persons, some 23
000 were found and there is still some
ten thousand people missing which is a
very high number. Hence I would like

to see things come to an end in this seg-
ment, also ....

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: But you have in-
troduced some sort of order there too,
you asked for the review of those...

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, yes,
mortuaries, and we made some pro-
gress because the situation in the mor-
gues is now filtered, as there were
bodies there dating from the WW1,
WW2 and this latest war, and we now
simply get a better picture. I wish this
cooperation - regional cooperation that
we will have set up in Sarajevo under
the auspices of the UN, to provide re-
sults and thus filter out cases that will
be adequate for Serbia, Croatia and Bo-
snia and Herzegovina. We in Bosnia
and Herzegovina are greatly interested
in such a body because we have the
most crimes and criminals and with the
understanding of the UN, the interna-
tional community and especially Serbia
and Croatia, it should become functio-

nal. As for the corruption and eco-
nomic crime I plan to strengthen
this part too. I will ask the new go-
vernment and the international
community, to form another team
of 7 to 10 Prosecutors for corrup-
tion, as the existing number can-
not respond sufficiently. We will
also seek to create a Counter Cor-
ruption Task Force similar to the
Counter Terrorism Task Force and
Task Force combating Human
Trafficking to link all police autho-
rities which should yield results.
We are simply committed and

ready to fight against all forms of crime
and there are no obstacles, other than
the need for assistance. So, I'm looking
for understanding of the politics, the
media, and the international commu-
nity and we are willing to work hard.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: I remember
saying , oh I do not know some 10 years
ago in this show, that this country needs
an Eliot Ness. Are you ready to engage
the core of the problem as Eliot Ness?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, you see, I
would not compare myself to anyone,
but I’m ready. The moment I left the
position of President of the Court, in
which the situation was extremely good,
to accept this position I was aware that
this is one of the most difficult positions
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, especially
in our surroundings where everything
is looked at three times. Maybe what
my colleagues from Serbia and Croatia
often say: "It is the hardest for you in
Bosnia as you have to look at it from
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three angles." is really true.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Well, what has
then motivated you to apply for the
Chief Prosecutor position from that
beauty you have made?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well the fact
that I want to help this country and its
citizens and myself , to help get us into
the European Union as soon as possi-
ble, to try to meet those standards that
are required in all segments and to try
to make a step forward, and then anot-
her person will come and then another
after us, and we will go forward. Well
that was the desire and I think I have
enough courage, knowledge and the
will to go on. Now, if it fails, someone
else will come. So ...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Tell me Mr. Sali-
hović how important in your work is
cooperation with citizens, how much do
citizens help you?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well I can tell
you that a lot of people help, and we get
the most useful information from the
media. For instance we get the infor-
mation on corruption, war crimes and
any other segment from the media and
we even form cases based on informa-
tion from the media. Of course we have
the police force - police agencies that
collect evidence on the ground and who
are doing high-quality work, and also
the citizens. However, our awareness is
still not at the level where corruption or
anything else is well reported. Our peo-
ple are willing to pay for corruption, but
are not willing to report, to cooperate. I
would like to use this opportunity to in-
vite all citizens and the media to report
corruption and we will try to respond to
the needs in this segment, because we
cannot go forward without this coope-
ration. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: And is the Prose-
cutor's Office obliged, if it reads a parti-
cular story on corruption in the media
(it does not matter where - I do not
want to call for it anywhere) react?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, you see,
we often react. If we believe that we
could get some segments out of it, we
will form the case. I often say to Boris
there was a show on the other day re-
cord it so that we can analyze it and see
what we can find, or some media artic-
les, but it would be even better if it
would be reported properly as it was the
case with a lady that was practically "ra-
cketeered" by an MP, where she repor-
ted it and we carried out an operation
that was completed in two days, be-

cause we have practically recorded the
entire event. So to put it simply, without
the help, I have to say that ...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: And how Mr. Sali-
hović, of course that citizens should al-
ways be called to report ....

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: The help of ci-
tizens, the media and politics is essen-
tial...

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: And who will pro-
tect those citizens?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well the State
will protect them, we will protect them. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: How?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well, as we
have protected the aforementioned lady
or others who were in fact granted all
the protection from us. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: You mention good
relations with the media, other than
those you have sued...

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well I do not
think I am in a bad relationship with
them either. I sue the journalist who is
not a professional, and I respect the
media. The journalist must be a profes-
sional. It is essential that we have a ba-
lance of information in the media i.e.
that both sides be heard. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: And how do you
distinguish what is the truth and what
a lie, what was ordered and what not
when for example, there are articles in
the media on specific people whose cha-
racter is under attack, or a specific poli-
tician?

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Well look,
there was a TV report on one of the
broadcasters yesterday where they
asked us to respond with regards to
non-implementation of constitutional
decisions and we did. We stated that
there are 80 cases that are in their spe-
cific stages and that our top priority is
the decision "Sejdić-Finci". This broad-
caster reported that we have launched
an investigation into the non-com-
pliance with the decision on our sala-
ries, which is utterly ridiculous, and did
not even report on the matter that is a
priority. So it is malicious if you under-
stand. Things like that should not hap-
pen if we wish to be correct.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Several times in
the show you have mentioned Boris,
you did not add a surname, namely that
refers to a colleague Boris Grubešić who
is a spokesman for the Prosecutor's Of-
fice and when he was leaving the state
television to go to your Office he said

that he would often be on television. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Yes. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: And since you
came, he can indeed be seen more often
on TV than when he was on the central
news. 

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: He is a real
star. I think Boris does his job very well;
that although he is not a lawyer he has
become a very good lawyer. He keeps a
lot of information in his head and I
think that he is correct and fair to the
press. I believe he provides them with
what they ask for, hence any institution
would be happy to have Boris.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: No, I did not want
to talk about him.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Yes.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: It is fair to men-
tion The full  name of a colleague since
you have mentioned him, but what I
wanted to say is that you work on so
many cases that the spokesman is al-
ways the center of attention for infor-
mation. I would like to see you continue
with this work, because again I return
to the citizens - the citizens must trust
the Court, the Prosecutor's Office and
SIPA.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Not only
SIPA, but all the Police. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Politics....

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Police, Police,
all the Police. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Of course the po-
lice, when I say SIPA ... I do mean the
Police.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Yes, yes. 

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Because first of all
they need to be trusted, if they are tru-
sted the time will come that the politi-
cians would be trusted too. Mr. Sali -
hović thank you for taking the time for
an interview with OBN television - I
know you do not give interviews. I hope
that you were comfortable here. I wish
you a very Happy New Year and good
luck in the coming years.

GORAN SALIHOVIĆ: Thank you
Mato. Happy Holidays and Happy New
Year to you and your viewers. I hope it
will be a better year.

MATO ĐAKOVIĆ: Dear viewers this
was the last Telering in this year, Happy
New Year and see you in 2015. Stay
with OBN TV. Thank you.
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Trilateralni sastanak glavnih tužilaca 
iz BiH, Srbije i Hrvatske - Gorana 

Salihovića, Vladimira Vukčevića i Dinka
Cvitana, na kojem je razgovarano o

jačanju saradnje na osnovu Protokola 
o saradnji u predmetima ratnih zločina,

održan je u zgradi Misije UN-a u 
Sarajevu, u januaru 2015. godine.
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Trilateral meeting of Chief Prosecutors
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia
and Croatia: Goran Salihović, Vladimir
Vukčević and Dinko Cvitan was held 
in the building of the UN Mission in 

Sarajevo in January 2015. The parties
discussed strengthening of the coope-
ration on the basis of the Protocol on

cooperation in war crimes cases.


