




The Prosecutor's Office of BiH has significantly
streng  thened its resources in 2014 with the newly ap-
pointed Prosecutors and will invest the maximum of
efforts to achieve better work results. 

I can announce that we are to intensify activities in
the fight against corruption and financial crime this
year as those criminal offenses cause direct damage to
all citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Prosecutor's Office will also continue with in-
tensive activities in the prosecution of war crimes and
organized crime and with activities to enhance re-
gional cooperation, which is a prerequisite for an ef-
fective fight against various forms of international
crime that are often encountered in cases.

This year we have intensified direct cooperation be-
twe en the Prosecutor's Office of BiH and the Indirect
Taxation Authority (ITA) of BiH in order to work mo -
re efficiently on tax evasions and custom frauds. 

Certain specialized experts from ITA maintain con-
tinuous daily contacts with the Prosecutors of the Sec-
tion for Economic Crime within the Prosecutor's Office
of BiH and arrange activities that are needed in order
to ensure more efficient detection and criminal prose-
cution of individuals and legal entities committing tax
evasions and custom frauds, which are very serious
criminal offenses because they cause harm to the eco-
nomic system and all citizens of our country.

Strengthening the capacity of the Special Depart-
ment for War Crimes by increasing the number of
Prosecutors and Legal Officers has helped us greatly in
planning for more efficient and faster pace of work on
cases, hence the citizens can expect an increase in the
number of indictments for War Crimes, intensified in-
vestigations, expedited exhumations and identifica-
tion of missing persons, and finally a court epilogue
for many crimes that the families of the victims have
be en waiting for.

Now that we have more Prosecutors and supporting
staff we can achieve better results in all matters within
the competence of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH and
it will definitely happen.

We shall continue to fight corruption intensively. The
citizens were informed by the media abo ut the opera-
tions aimed at detecting the perpetrators of corrup-

tion offenses. Intensive joint police operations invol -
ving officers from several agencies also continue. Such
operations often include dozens or hundreds of police
officers working together within one operation carried
out pursuant to the order of the Prosecutor, with the
aim of combating organized crime and criminal of-
fenses related to human trafficking, illicit interna-
tional trafficking in narcotics and other serious
criminal offenses that endanger the security in our
country.

We will continue to strengthen the cooperation be-
tween all law enforcement agencies that are cooperat-
ing with the Prosecutor's Office on specific cases, and
we will strengthen the regional cooperation with re-
spect to the increase of international crime and the
need for a more efficient fight against organized crime
groups that operate in several countries in the region. 

Together with partner agencies and institutions we
will continue to fight against all forms of crime which
are under the jurisdiction of the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH, with the goal of ensuring greater security for all
citizens of our country as well as the citizens of the re-
gion in line with the European integration process.

Sincerely,
Goran Salihović

Chief Prosecutor 

Dear readers,
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The Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH - Goran Salihović and the Director of the Indirect
Taxation Authority - Miro Džakula, held a meeting at
which they agreed specific activities on the formation
of a special team, modeled on the work of USKOK in
the Republic of Croatia.

A team of eight specialized employees of ITA was
agreed upon at the meeting as well as the coordinator
of the team, who will work with the Head of the Spe-
cial Department for Organized Crime, Economic Cri -
me and Corruption and the Prosecutors of the Section
for Economic Crime within the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH, on detecting and prosecuting criminal offenses
of Tax Evasion and Failure to Pay Taxes.

This manner of work, modeled on USKOK in Croatia,
will ensure a more efficient fight against Tax Evasions,
which are harmful to the budget of BiH and all citi-
zens of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The team of ITA employees will be in constant con-
tact with the Prosecutors of the Prosecutor’s Office of
BiH and cooperate directly and daily in investigations
aimed at detecting tax evasion. Employees with ex-
tensive experience in prosecution of financial and eco-
nomic crime were selected from both institutions to
work together and carry out activities aiming to iden-
tify and punish tax evasion, as well as to work on the
recovery of evaded tax amounts to the budget of
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Director of ITA - Mr. Džakula informed the Chief
Prosecutor that ITA will soon submit to the Prosecu-
tor's Office the extensive report, which the prosecu-
tor's office requested, concerning companies and
tax payers who owe the state the amount of BAM 296
million, and will work to arrange further activities on
the processing of natural and legal persons for which
there exist evidence that they have committed a crim-
inal offense.

Intensive cooperation of the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH and ITA BiH will continue in the future with the
aim of detection and prosecution of perpetrators of tax
evasion and the recovery of evaded money in the
budget of Bosnia and Herzegovina. �
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During the Structural Dialogue meet-
ing held in Brussels, EU institutions
supported the views of the Venice Com-
mission regarding the independence of
the judiciary, independent appoint-
ment of Prosecutors as well as preven-
tion of political interference in the work
of prosecutors and the judiciary.

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH welco -
mes these views and advises the people
of Bosnia and Herzegovina that it will
continue with the prosecution of war
crimes, organized crime and corruption
aiming to entrench the rule of law in
Bosnia and Herzegovina as the key seg-
ment in our country’s process of Euro-
pean integration.

A very positive step is also the assess-
ment of the European Commission,
which supports the efforts of the Pros-
ecutor's Office of BiH, regional cooper-
ation of the prosecutor’s offices and
en trenchment of the rule of law in Bos -
nia and Herzegovina. �

European Union structures 
support judicial independence
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� Signing of the Protocol between BiH and MNE

� Thematic plenary of the EU-BiH Structured Dialogue
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In his response to the question abo -
ut the recommendations of the Ve ni ce
Commission that support an indepen -
dent Judiciary free from political con-
trol and influence and about the im -
portance of these recommendations,
the Chief Prosecutor stated:

Goran Salihović: There are plen ty
of benefits. The most significant be-
ne fit is that, as we have heard, the Ve -
nice Commission kept its position
from 2012 and the European Commis -
sion has given its full support to the
Venice Commission in terms of per sis -
tence on judicial standards. This is a
ve ry good thing for the BiH Judiciary.

BHT 1: What are the standards,
what is the position of the Venice
Com  mission? 

Goran Salihović: The standards of
the Venice Commission are, as far as
the Law on the High Judicial and Pro -
secutorial Council is concerned, that
professionalism, independence and
im partiality must be preserved as well
as economic or financial independen -
ce of Judges and Prosecutors i.e. that
the appointments must be politics free
and that politics cannot have a say in
it. All of these opinions are exactly the
same issues that we are fighting for all
the time.

BHT 1: We have, on the other hand,
heard that politics are, unfortunately,
involved in everything. How much can
you do to prevent this negative im-
pact?

Goran Salihović: We cannot com-
pletely prevent this negative impact.
We can only do our job and achieve re-
 sults. In that sense we have received
assistance from the European Com-
mission i.e. IPA funds. We have re-
ceived assistance from our Govern -
ment with regards to the new number
of Prosecutors and that will surely pro-
 vide for better results. However, this
support must be permanent because
the judicial reform is an ongoing
process that is never fully com pleted.

BHT 1: We have heard that current -
ly one of the problems in Bosnia and

Herzegovina is the insufficient num-
ber of Prosecutors, insufficient num-
ber of those who are supposed to
lo cate the problem and bring it before
the judicial authorities. How do we
solve such a thing?

Goran Salihović: I think that the
State has to show its understanding by
strengthening the capacities of the En-
 tity Prosecutor's Offices as it has do ne
for the Prosecutor's Office of Bos nia
and Herzegovina. We expect that with
the IPA 2 project and the signing of the
agreement we can move into the im-
plementation of the project that will
provide for a certain number of Prose-
cutors who would be working on pros-
ecution of corruption. We are all
talking about corruption, but we sim-
ply do not have the manpower to tac -
kle it. In the region we have a situation
where we have a ratio of 7000 citizens
on one Prosecutor and here we have a
ratio of 15.000 citizens on one Prose-
cutor. Hence, something was off in the
reform estimates. These negotiations
with the European Commission and
the views of the Venice Commission
are getting us a lot closer to the stan-
dards that the European Union wants. 

BHT 1: Explain to me as a layman,
how do we break this vicious circle?
You say that there is undisputed in-
fluence of politics on work, your work
in particular. How do we bring to jus-
ti ce those who are in politics when
there is solid evidence that he/she is
in volved in corruption or is partici-
pating in corruption/ is a part of the
chain of corruption?

Goran Salihović: You see, gene -
rally it is not a problem to bring some-
one to justice and we do not have the
pressure of politics in our work. But

it's my opinion and that of my colle a -
gues that you cannot set anyone up or
fabricate something, I am against it.

BHT 1: There were such cases, were
there?

Goran Salihović: I do not know if
there were, but there weren't any at
my office. I advocate that we prose-
cute what we do have and that all per-
sons should be be equal before the
law. What I'm saying all the time is
that there are no untouchables, hence
we do not have this problem. The pos-
sible political influence extends thro -
ugh the enactment of the laws, which
are not in line with the European stan-
dards of justice. Those are attempts
that put the greatest pressure on jus-
tice and that is  the financial pressure.
This understands that the funds for
normal functioning of certain judicial
institutions are not provided and it is
all a bit slow. I fully understand that
we are in a difficult situation, but if we
want to deal with corruption we need
to invest more in the judiciary.

BHT 1: It seems to me that the over-
all environment in our society does
not provide an atmosphere of willing-
ness and readiness to tackle corrup-
tion, that in some way, and it does
seem totally wrong to me, we see cor-
ruption ranging from small details of
everyday life to higher levels as a part
of folklore, which is absolutely wrong. 

Goran Salihović: You're right.
Peo ple are very reluctant to cooperate
and to report corruption However, we
recently had a huge corruption case
Kekerović, where BAM 32.000 of as-
sets were seized and some other assets
were frozen; we also have the Gavran
case which is at its final stage. The

Brussels
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cases for which the Court declined ju-
risdiction, such as Budimir and the
member of the Parliament shall de-
scend to lower levels and we will work
on eve rything that comes to our
hands. The se cases shall also be fully
prepared for the entity level.

BHT 1: Do you believe that there is
hope that one day when Bosnia and
Herzegovina sits at the table with Eu-
ropean partners to negotiate Europe -
an Union membership, the label of a
country in which corruption rules will
be taken off of us?

Goran Salihović: Well, I would
not exactly agree that this is only the
case in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The -
re is corruption throughout the region
and in the whole of Europe. You have
examples in the neighborhood where
it is even more highlighted. I hope
that our government will have the un-
derstanding to move towards the Eu-
ropean Union as soon as possible
because that is where we belong. We
are the one segment of authority that
might be a little ahead and we have to
be assisted further. It is our contribu-
tion to Bosnia and Herzegovina in its
efforts towards joining the European
Union. If we want to tackle corruption
we must invest in the courts and pro -
se cutor's offices. It's the only way. And
as far as our profession is concerned,
rest assured that we are ready, that we
can do it and that no one owns us. I
think that citizens must put their trust
in the Judiciary of Bosnia and Herze-
go vina although the Judiciary of Bos -
nia and Herzegovina has a lot of flaws
and some things that need to be cor-
rected. The method of appointment of
the High Judicial and Prosecutorial
Council members should , for exam-
ple, be more democratic. I am in favor
of having all Judges and Prosecutors
electing members - it is the most de m-
o cratic way.

BHT 1: Meetings like the one today
should help in this regard?

Goran Salihović: The Venice
Com  mission has set a very good tone.
It made an analysis of the proposed
Law, reiterated its views and provided
new opinions speaking in favor of an
independent judiciary. �
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Chief Prosecutor met 
with the newly appointed
Prosecutors in the 
Prosecutor's Office of BiH

Following the appointment of new Prosecutors in the Prosecutor's
Office of BiH who have commenced duty on March 15, 2014 the Chief
Prosecutor - Goran Salihović met with the newly appointed colleagues
and welcomed them. The Chief Prosecutor informed the new colle -
agues about the internal structure of the institution, the planned
schedule and the manner of work in the Prosecutor's Office, as well as
about priority activities for the future. Following their recent ap-
pointment by the HJPC BiH the Prosecutors coming from different
parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina were assigned to departments and
sections of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH where they will be assigned
cases to work on in the future. The latest increase in the number of
Prosecutors has significantly strengthened the capacities of the Prose -
cutor's Office of BiH. �



June 20148

Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH -
Goran Salihović and War Crimes Prosecutor of Serbia -
Vladimir Vukčević met at the Prosecutor's Office of BiH.
The meeting was attended by Prosecutors and officials
from both prosecutor's offices as well as representatives
of the Serbian Ministry of Interior involved in the inves-
tigation of war crimes.

Recently implemented activities of the joint team on de-
tection and prosecution of perpetrators of war crimes
committed in Štrpci in 1993 were discussed at the meet-
ing, as well as the significant progress achieved in this
case that the Prosecutor's Office in Belgrade is working
on intensively. 

The Joint team has recently made a series of activities
that were deemed as very successful. 

During the meeting the parties discussed the activities
related to finding witnesses of war crimes, who are lo-
cated on the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Serbia, and about the realization of their testimony in
cases pending at the Prosecutor's Office of BiH and the
Office of the War Crimes Prosecutor of Serbia via video
link or other legally prescribed ways. 

One of the topics of the meeting were war crimes cases
concerning Srebrenica area and other localities, in which
the Prosecutor's Office from Belgrade provides signifi-
cant support and assistance to the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH in terms of suspects and accused persons who are
located in the territory of the Republic of Serbia.

Chief Prosecutor Salihović informed the colleagues
from Belgrade that the Prosecutor's Office of BiH will

soon issue an indictment against several persons for war
crimes committed against Serb victims in the vicinity of
Sarajevo, where dozens of ethnic Serbs, including chil-
dren and the elderly, were killed and whose families are
now displaced persons in BIH and Serbia.

The colleagues from Belgrade were also informed that
the Prosecutor's Office of BiH is on the verge of resolving
a case related to suffering of ethnic Serb victims, which
happened at the very beginning of the war. Part of the
families of the victims can be located in the territory of
Serbia. This is a case in which substantial cooperation
was achieved with the Prosecutor's Office in Belgrade.

To protect the interests of the investigation and prose-
cution, these cases cannot be discussed in further detail
at this time.

War crimes cases concerning Višegrad and its surro un -
dings often refer to the same persons who were present
in the area during the war; the Prosecution in Belgrade is
working on war crimes cases committed in Štrpci and
Sjeverin, where the victims were citizens of Serbia, hence
the two prosecutor's offices require intensive and long-
term cooperation in the prosecution of such cases. 

The already initiated cooperation in other war crimes
cases was also discussed at the meeting as well as cases
in which cooperation will commence in the near future,
and these involve cases in which the perpetrators or the
victims are located in the territory of both Bosnia and
Herzegovina and Serbia.

During the meeting, the parties agreed on concrete
steps to be taken in the future but the details of such ac-

Mutual cooperation in war crimes prosecution 
the central topics of the bilateral meeting of    

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina



tivities cannot be communicated to the public
in order to protect the interests of the investi-
gation. 

It was also agreed that the meetings of the two
prosecutor's offices and field work would con-
tinue in the future with greater intensity as the
work on the cases demands it. 

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH and the Office
of the War Crimes Prosecutor of Serbia will con-
tinue their intensive cooperation in prosecution
of war crimes in the future in the interest of en-
trenching the rule of law, prosecuting the per-
petrators of war crimes and creating a safer
living environment for all citizens of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and Serbia in line with the forth-
coming process of European integration. �

and concrete case related activities were
Chief Prosecutors Salihović and Vukčević

Protocol of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the Supreme State Prosecutor's Office
of Montenegro on Cooperation in Prosecution of Per-
petrators of War Crimes, Crimes against Humanity and
Genocide was signed in Brussels on April 29, 2014.

The Protocol was signed by the Chief Prosecutor of the
Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina - Goran
Salihović and Acting Supreme State Prosecutor of Mon-
tenegro - Veselin Vučković.

This Protocol allows for direct cooperation in prose-
cution of war crimes which is already the case with pros-
ecutors' offices in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and
Serbia, all in the aim to prevent war crimes suspects
using their citizenship and residence in another country
to hide from prosecution.

The Special Department for War Crimes within the
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH handles cases in which the
information was obtained that certain suspected perpe-
trators are located in Montenegro.

It concerns suspects who have stayed in the territory of
Bosnia and Herzegovina during the war in Bosnia and
whose prosecution will be expedited as a result of the
protocol signing.

This will also improve cooperation in the prosecution
of war crimes cases handled by the Montenegrin judici-
ary in which witnesses or injured parties are located in
the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The signing of the Protocol on Cooperation was sup-
ported by the institutions of the European Union which
have characterized it as a significant step forward in re-
gional cooperation of judicial institutions and one of the
essential steps of the structural dialogue.

The Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
continues to strengthen the regional cooperation be-
tween the prosecutor's offices, in order to efficiently
pro secute all types of crime committed in different co -
untries as well as to preserve the rule of law and create
a safer living environment on the European path of Bos -
nia and Herzegovina. �

Protocol on cooperation of the Prosecutor’s Offices of BiH and Montenegro signed
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At the conference in Brioni, held in May of 2014, further cooperation
in war crimes prosecution was discussed. Strong support of the 
ICTY Office of the Prosecutor to the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH was
emphasized. Also, strong mutual support between the Prosecutor’s
Offices in the region was expressed

Conference of Chief Prosecutors 
in Tirana, Albania, May 2014

� Vladimir Vukčević, War Crimes Prosecutor of the Republic of Serbia
Serge Brammertz, Chief Prosecutor of the ICTY in The Hague

Dinko Cvitan, State Attorney General of the Republic of Croatia

Goran Salihović, Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH

1. The willingness to cooperate directly was reaffirmed,
which will require the highest possible level of imme-
diate cooperation in exchanging evidence and infor-
mation that may contribute to the uncovering of war
crimes perpetrators. 

2. In the course of the last year, significant progress was
made as a result of mutual agreements on handling
war crimes cases that were concluded between the re-
spective Prosecutor’s Offices.

3. Prosecutors agree that these agreements provide even
better possibilities for immediate cooperation and ex-
peditious and efficient exchange of information and
evidence.

4. Participants agree that the “Liaison Officer” Project
re presents additional value, since the project has

shown visible results in terms of newly initiated war
crimes proceedings and improvements of evidentiary
holdings pertaining to the existing cases.

5. All participants agree that the cooperation with the
Residual Mechanism (MICT) has to continue. The im-
portance of maintaining the possibility to access the
ICTY database was stressed, since an unhindered ac-
cess to documents and evidence is essential for a con-
tinued work on war crimes cases. 

6. Prosecutor’s Offices in the region need to update in-
formation on relevant Prosecution offices and persons
working on war crimes cases there, in order to en-
hance direct and immediate cooperation between the
persons involved in the work on war crimes cases. �

Summary of the Conclusions from the Regional Conference of Prosecutors in Brioni, May 2014

From left to right:

- Gerhard Jarosch, President of the 

International Association of Prosecutors

- Adriatik Llalla- Chief Prosecutor of the 

Republic of Albania                   

- Goran Salihović- Chief Prosecutor of the 

Prosecutor’s Office of BiH      

- Eric Bisschop- Deputy Federal 

Prosecutor of the Kingdom of Belgium
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The Officials of the Special Depart-
ment for War Crimes within the Pro -
secutor's Office of BiH met with the
Chief Prosecutor of the ICTY's OTP -
Serge Brammertz and his asso cia -
tes.

Deputy Head of the Special Depart-
ment for War Crimes - Gordana Ta -
dić, Head of Section II of the Special
Department for War Crimes and De -
puty Chief Prosecutor - Dragan Čor-
lija and Head of Section III of the
Special Department for War Crimes -
Ibro Bulić, met with the Chief Prose-
cutor of the ICTY's Office of the Pro -
se cutor - Serge Brammertz and his
associates.

The theme of the meeting was joint
cooperation in the prosecution of
war crimes. 

The central theme was reporting on
the progress of the Prosecutor's Of-

fice of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the
pending category II cases, in which
the investigation commenced at the
end of 2003 in the ICTY's Office of
the Prosecutor but the evidence col-
lected was transferred to the Prose-
cutor's Office of BiH. 

Prosecutor Brammertz has also dis-
cussed the latest details of the inves-
tigation of war crimes committed in
Prijedor municipality with the As-
signed Prosecutor - Izet Odobašić
and his associates as well as evidence
collected and the remains recovered
from the mass grave Tomašica. 

The matter of cooperation between
the prosecutor's offices in the region
and the implementation of the re-
cently signed protocols on coopera-
tion with the Republic of Serbia and
the Republic of Croatia were also dis-
cussed at the meeting. It was conclu -

ded that there has been significant
progress in the prosecution of war
crimes, bearing in mind that a num-
ber of suspects in Category II cases
are unavailable to judiciary of Bosnia
and Herzegovina and can be located
in the territory of these countries. 

Representatives of the ICTY's Office
of the Prosecutor were informed
about the organizational and staff re-
lated changes in the Prosecutor's Of-
fice of BiH, especially with the in-
crease in prosecutorial capacities in
terms of war crimes prosecution
which should result in increased ef-
ficiency.

The Officials of the Prosecutor's Of-
fice of BiH expressed their satisfac-
tion with the successful cooperation
and support that the ICTY's OTP has
continuously provided for 10 year. �

Officials of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH met with 
mr. Serge Brammertz, Chief Prosecutor of the ICTY'S OTP
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The Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH
- Goran Salihović visited Široki Brijeg and met with the
Chief Prosecutor of West Herzegovina Canton - Vesna
Ćavar and the President of the Municipal Court in Široki
Brijeg - Franjo Ravlija.

The matter discussed at the meeting was the coopera-
tion of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH and judicial insti-
tutions of WHC in the fight against all forms of crime for
which these judicial institutions are competent. The con-
clusion was that the cooperation between judicial insti-
tutions should be strengthened in order to effectively
combat organized crime and corruption, which is one of
the priorities that the European Union insists upon. 

Strengthening the capacity of the judiciary to combat
corruption is one of the priorities in the coming period,
as foreseen in the IPA 2 project within the scope of which
hiring of additional prosecutors and judges to work on
this type of cases will be sought. One of the topics dis-
cussed was related to the exchange of opinions on an ex-
traordinary legal remedy - request for protection of
legality, and the possibility of returning this extraordi-
nary remedy into applicable laws. 

Considering the fact that the Prosecutor's Office of BiH
is presenting evidence in an organized crime case related
to the area of WHC, within which significant cooperation
was achieved with the judiciary of that Canton, one of the

issues discussed at the meeting was related to coopera-
tion in such cases.

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH, led by the Chief Prose-
cutor, is decisive in its efforts to strengthen the cooper-
ation and establish contacts with judicial institutions
throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina and the region in
order to effectively fight against all forms of crime. The
Chief Prosecutor will, therefore, continue with the acti-
vities on strengthening the cooperation with the judicial
institutions at all levels. �

In the first few months of 2014 the Chief Prosecutor held a number of meetings
with judicial officials from all levels and parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office
of BiH met with the Chief Prosecutor of
Western Herzegovina Canton



Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH -
Goran Salihović and Deputy Chief Prosecutor - Božo Mi-
hajlović visited the Republic Prosecutor's Office of RS in
Banja Luka and met with the Chief Prosecutor Mahmut
Švraka and Deputy Chief Prosecutor Svetlana Brković,
who is also a member of the HJPC BiH.

Cooperation in the prosecution of war crimes was dis-
cussed at the meeting as well as transfer of cases from
the Prosecutor's Office of BiH to Entity Prosecutor's Of-
fi ces in accordance with the National War Crimes Strate -
gy. 

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH and the Republic Prose-
cutor’s Office of RS have a very good, collegial coopera-
tion in all areas, especially in the area of war crimes. 

It was agreed that a joint meeting of the Entity Chief
Prosecutors, Chief Prosecutor of the Brčko District and
the Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH will
soon be held probably in late March or early April.

This meeting will involve discussions on expediting the

pace of work on war crimes cases and transfer of a large
number of less complex cases to Entity Prosecutor's Of-
fices for processing, which is in line with the National
War Crimes Strategy and the recommendations of the
structural dialogue on judicial reform. �

Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH, visited 
the Republic Prosecutor's Office of RS in Banja Luka

Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH
Goran Salihović and his team visited the Prosecutor's Of-
fice in Mostar and discussed with Nijaz Mehmedbašić -
the Chief Prosecutor of the HNC.

The Prosecutors have discussed the activities under-
taken in the fight against crime and in establishing the
rule of law. 

The Chief Prosecutor Salihović informed the Chief
Prosecutor Mehmedbašić about the activities of the Pros-
ecutor's Office of BiH on creating joint teams with ITA
modeled on USKOK from the Republic of Croatia. 

They discussed cooperation of the Prosecutor's Office
of BiH and the HNC Prosecutor’s Office at the meeting
held in Mostar, as well as the joint efforts that these in-
stitutions invested, each within its own jurisdiction, to
establish the rule of law in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Chief Prosecutor Salihović has also discussed co-
operation of judicial institutions with the President of
the Cantonal Court in Mostar - Mladen Jurišić and the
President of the Municipal Court in Mostar - Marin
Zadrić. Good cooperation of the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH, HNC Prosecutor's Office and other judicial institu-
tions in the HNC will continue in the future. �

Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH visited
the Prosecutor’s Office of Herzegovina - Neretva Canton
Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH visited
the Prosecutor’s Office of Herzegovina - Neretva Canton
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Chief Prosecutor met with representatives of the 
Associations of War Crimes Victims. Representatives
of the Associations of Victims expressed their 
support to the Prosecutor's Office of BiH and the 
regional cooperation in the prosecution of war crimes

Meetings with Associations of Victims

The Chief Prosecutor - Goran Salihović met with repre-
sentatives of the Association of Camp Prisoners of Bos -
nia and Herzegovina and the Mothers of Srebrenica and
Žepa Enclaves Movement.

The prosecution of war crimes in Bosnia and Herzego -
vina was discussed at the meeting as well as the pace of
pro secution in the future and the cooperation of the pros-
ecutors' offices in the region within the framework of the
Protocol on Cooperation in Prosecution of War Crimes. 

The representatives of Victims' Associations have sup-
ported the regional cooperation on the basis of the Pro-

tocol on cooperation and were interested in the dynam-
ics of the exchange of evidence between the prosecutor's
offices of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia, for the
purpose of prosecution of war crimes perpetrators from
Bosnia and Herzegovina who can be found in the terri-
tory of Serbia.

The Chief Prosecutor informed the representatives of
Victims' Associations about the activities of the Prosecu-
tor's Office of BiH on tracing the missing victims of war
crimes and on improving the pace of work of the Special
Department for War Crimes in 2014.

Representatives of the Association of Camp Prisoners
of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Associations of Victims
of War Crimes from the area of Srebrenica have ex-
pressed their strong support to the work of the Prosecu-
tor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the im ple-
mentation of the Protocol on Cooperation between the
re gional prosecutor's offices in prosecution of war
crimes.

The conclusion of this meeting is that it is necessary to
continue developing the cooperation with the associa-
tions of victims of war crimes in order to achieve the
common goals such as prosecuting and punishing the
war crimes perpetrators and locating the remains of war
crimes victims that have been missing for two decades. �
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Officials of the Special Department for War Crimes
within the Prosecutor's Office of BiH met with represen-
tatives of the associations of war crimes victims from the
Prijedor area.

The matters discussed at meeting were the prosecution
of war crimes committed in the Prijedor area, indict-
ments issued so far, as well as cases that are viewed as
pri ority for prosecution in the future. Representatives of
the BiH Prosecutor's Office informed the representatives
of the families of the victims that the Prosecutor's Office
of BiH is strengthening the capacities of the Special De-
partment for War Crimes and that appointment of addi-
tional prosecutors within the framework of IPA project is
expected to soon take place, as well as that certain cases
relating to the area of Prijedor, fall into the priority cases
for the future. 

The process of identification of the remains of several
hundred victims from the area of Prijedor found in a
mass grave Tomašica was also discussed at the meeting.
The Special Department for War Crimes within the Pro -

se cutor's Office of BiH maintains extensive cooperation
and communication with representatives of the associa-
tions of victims of war crimes from all over Bosnia and
Herzegovina, because it views these associations as its
partners in the process of identifying and prosecuting
war crimes committed in Bosnia and Herzegovina. �

Representatives of the Association of Victims from Sanski
Most met with Heads and Prosecutors of the Special De-
partment for War Crimes assigned to cases pertaining to
Sanski Most and the surrounding area.

The central topics of this meeting pertained to the current
work and future dynamics of prosecution of war crimes
cases, the process of search for the missing and difficulties
encountered by the Prosecutor's Office in its efforts.

The Prosecutor’s Office of BiH has good relations and co-
operation with associations of victims from all parts of
Bosnia and Herzegovina as they have a common goal and
that is to prosecute those responsible for committed war
crimes. �

Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's
Office of BiH - Goran Salihović and
Prosecutors of the Special Depart-
ment for War Crimes met with repre-
sentatives of associations of war cri -
mes victims from Republika Srpska:
Mrs. Smilja Mitrović and Mr. Zoran
Šebez from the Association of the
families of missing soldiers and civili -
ans of Semberija and Majevica.

The process of searching for the eth-
nic Serbs who have disappeared dur-
ing the last war, and the activities
that should be undertaken in the pro -
cess of searching for missing persons
in the future were discussed at the
meeting.

During the meeting Mrs. Mitrović
provided the Chief Prosecutor with a
certain video material relating to the

imprisonment of her son who has be -
en missing since 1995, and Mr. Šebez
handed the documents concerning
the disappearance of his father in the
Bugojno area in 1992. �

Officials of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH met with repre-
sentatives of the Association of Victims of Prijedor area

Chief Prosecutor met with representatives of the Association
of War Crimes Victims from the RS

Representatives of the Association of Victims from 
Sanski Most visited the PO BiH
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The process of tracing and identi-
fying missing persons remains one
of the most important priorities of
the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH, noted
the Chief Prosecutor Goran Saliho -
vić at this meeting.

The meeting was held at the Pros-
ecutor’s Office of BiH and it perta i -
ned to the process of tracing and
identifying persons who went miss-
ing during the war in BiH. The me -
eting was attended by the Chief Pro -
secutor of the Prosecutor’s Office of
BiH, heads of the Missing Persons
Institute of Bosnia and Herzegovi -
na, officials of the International
Com mission on Missing Persons
(ICMP) in BiH and representatives
of OPDAT and ICITAP within the
US Embassy to BiH. 

The Chief Prosecutor informed the
attendees that the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice of BiH had strengthened its ca-
pacities employed in the work on
war crimes cases and he stressed
that tracing missing persons and
their exhumation and identification
remained one of the priorities of the
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH.

The Chief Prosecutor invited the
ins titutions in BiH and internati o -
nal organizations to provide support
and assistance in the exhumations
process significant for the work on
war crimes cases, because identified

mortal remains would be valuable
evidentiary material in these cases
and, at the same time, such process
would be of paramount importance
for the families of war crimes vic-
tims who had been searching for the
mortal remains of their dearest ones
for more than two decades. 

At this meeting, it was noted that,
as ordered by the Chief Prosecutor,
all Legal Officers and Investigators
from the Special Department for
War Crimes would be involved in
the work on exhumations, and that
staff trainings for such tasks were
underway. 

For the purpose of a better coordi-
nation of field activities, the Prose-
cu tor’s Office of BiH will assign a
coordinator who will maintain con-
tacts with other institutions invol -
ved in the exhumations process. 

The Chief Prosecutor reiterated
that the resources projected in the
budget of the Prosecutor’s Office of
BiH for this purpose needed to be
increased and that the BiH institu-

tions and international community
would have to keep such an impor-
tant process in mind. 

According to some estimates, mor-
tal remains of more than 8,000 per-
sons are still unaccounted for in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and their
tracing and identification are key to
establishing the rule of law, peace
and reconciliation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. 

All participants of this meeting
agre ed that Armed Forces of Bosnia
and Herzegovina should continue
assisting the process of exhumati -
ons in all parts of Bosnia and Her ze-
govina. 

In the past year of 2013, employees
of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH car-
ried out 114 exhumation orders and
had 278 field visits to coordinate
processes of exhumations and re-ex-
hu mations in all parts of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and the number of
such activities is expected to be in-
creased in 2014. �

Chief Prosecutor met with representatives of the BiH
Missing Persons Institute, International Commission
on Missing Persons and OPDAT and ICITAP within the
US Embassy to BiH
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Representatives of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH participated
in the conference organized by USAID and the RS Helsinki
Committee on dra�ing methods and content of prosecutorial
reports and performance reports

The expert workshop held on March 12, 2014 was attended by rep-
resentatives from all levels of the prosecutor's offices in BiH, repre-
sentatives of HJPC BiH, as well as representatives of the USAID pro -
ject and the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srp-
ska. The modalities of preparing and determining the content of an-
nual performance reports that are drafted by the prosecutor's offices
at all levels in BiH, and the presentation of those documents to citizens
and professionals through websites of the institutions or in other pre-
scribed ways were discussed. The representatives of the Prosecutor's
Office of BiH at the workshop were the Secretary of the Prosecutor's
Office of BiH -Ismeta Huremović and the Head of the Public Relations
Department- Boris Grubešić. �
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On April 3, 2014 the OSCE Mis-
sion in Bosnia and Herzegovina
pre  sented the report "Combating
Impunity for Conflict-related Sex-
ual Violence in Bosnia and Herze-
go vina: Progress and Challenges" in
the Judicial Complex of Bosnia and
Herzegovina".

Deputy Head of the Special De-
part ment for War Crimes within
the Prosecutor's Office of BiH - Pro -
secutor Gordana Tadić, attended
the presentation and has informed
the participants about the activities
of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH in
such cases. 

The OSCE report analyzes the pro -
gress made and the obstacles that
arise in the course of conducting
the investigation, prosecution and
trial before the BiH judicial institu-
tions at the state level, in conflict-
related sexual violence cases. 

Among those present at the event
were Ambassador Fletcher M. Bur-
ton - Head of the OSCE Mission in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Med-
džida Kreso - President of the Court
of BiH.

This report is yet another form of
support to the Prosecutor's Office of

BiH in its efforts on establishing the
rule of law and prosecuting war cri -
mes cases including conflict-related
sexual violence within such cases,
as well as on other key elements of
justice and reconciliation in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. �

Deputy Head of the Special Department for War Crimes
attended the presentation of the report on Combating
Impunity for Conflict-related Sexual Violence

June 201418



Acting on the orders of the Prose-
cutor of Department III within the
Prosecutor's Office of BiH, police
officers of the State Investigation
and Protection Agency - SIPA car-
ried out an operation in the wider
area of Mostar and Herzegovina,
arresting several persons and con-
ducting a search at about 10 loca-
tions. 

Six persons were apprehended
and facilities were searched in the
municipalities of Mostar, Grude
and Čapljina. These activities were
carried out within the framework
of the investigation of criminal of-
fenses of Organized Crime, Abuse
of Office or Authority and Extor-
tion. Among those deprived of lib-
erty are official persons i.e. two
high ranking members of the Serv-
ice for Foreigners' Affairs (SFA
BiH). During the course of the in-
vestigation into the case codena -
med "Pelegrino" an organized cri -
minal group of several persons was
detected. The group was involved

in abuse of office and extortion in
relation to residence and employ-
ment status of foreign citizens in
BiH. 

Persons deprived of liberty in this
operation are suspected of having
committed the criminal offenses of
Organized Crime under Article 250
of the CC BiH; Abuse of Office or
Authority under Article 220 of the
CC BiH; and Extortion under Arti-
cle 295 of the CC FBiH. The As-

signed Prosecutor will question the
suspects within the legal deadline
and subsequently decide whether
to file a motion to the Court of BiH
to remand the suspects in custody.
The Prosecutor's Office of BiH con-
tinues to fight against all forms of
crime, in particular illegal activities
involving police officers and other
authorized officers from various in-
stitutions who abuse their position
to commit criminal offenses. �

Joint police operations carried out by order of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH 

Operation codenamed "Pelegrino" carried out by order 
of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH several persons deprived
of liberty including two authorized official persons
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20 June 2014

A Prosecutor of the Special Department for Organi -
zed Crime, Economic Crime and Corruption of the
Prosecutor’s Office of BiH has put forward a Motion
for Custody with the Court of BiH against three per-
sons suspected of the criminal offenses of Organized
Crime.

Police Department of FBiH carried out the activi-
ties in the field.

The suspects, for whom the custody has been re-
quested, were deprived of liberty on March 3, 2014
by authorized police officers of the Police Depart-

ment of FBiH who cooperated with their colleagues
from the RS Ministry of the Interior.

As part of this investigation, significant cooperation
has been established with judicial and police authori-
ties of the Republic of Austria.

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH supports coordina-
ted and joint police actions aimed against all forms of
crime, for the purpose of detecting and prosecuting
perpetrators of criminal offenses and creating a safer
environment for all the citizens in our country. �

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH is involved in the operation "Security”, as
part of the case dealt with by the Special Department for Organized Crime

Pursuant to the Order of a Prose-
cutor of the Prosecutor’s Office of
BiH, several dozen officers of po-
lice, SIPA and the Indirect Taxa-
tion Authority of Bosnia and Her -
zegovina conducted activities per-
taining to searches and depriva-
tions of liberty of several persons
suspected of organized crime and
customs and tax evasions in the
amount of several hundred thou-
sand BAM, which is the amount of

the damage to the budget of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. 

Among other locations, these ac-
tivities were conducted in the area
of Sarajevo, Istočno Sarajevo /East
Sarajevo/ and Čelinac. These acti -
vi ties were in relation to the inves-
tigation aimed at detecting crimi-
nal offenses related to customs and
tax evasions during the import of
large quantities of goods and con-
tainer shipments of mostly textile
goods originating from the People’s
Republic of China. 

The searches were conducted at
several locations and several per-
sons have been deprived of liberty. 

Inter alia, the suspects in this case
are also under investigation for the
abuse of their office and for giving
or accepting bribe, gifts or other
forms of benefits. The Prosecutor’s
Office of BiH resumes its activities
aimed at detecting all persons in-
volved in illegal activities; some of
the persons aimed are officers of
individual institutions. �

Joint operation codenamed “Joker” initiated upon the
order of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH. Searches and
deprivations of liberty carried out at several locations

Joint police operations carried out by order of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH 



By order of the Prosecutor of the
Special Department for Organized
Crime, Economic Crime and Cor-
ruption within the Prosecutor's Of-
fice of BiH, police officers of SIPA
carried out an operation codena-
med "Road" in Tuzla Canton. The
operation is focused on detecti on
and prosecution of members of an
organized international crimi nal
group dealing with smuggling of fo-
reign nationals, mainly Turkish na-
tionals, through the terri tory of
Bosnia and Herzegovina to wards
the Federal Republic of Germany
and other EU countries.

The investigating activities under-
taken so far have determined that
an international criminal group
composed of nationals of several
countries, including the citizens of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, has orga-
nized smuggling of persons in the
past period thus obtaining ill-got-
ten profit amounting to several
dozen thousands BAM. The Assig -
ned Prosecutor  was coordinating
the activities of SIPA officers and
local police in terms of arrests and
raids. The suspected members of
an international criminal group,
who are citizens of other countries,
shall be prosecuted by the police
and judiciary of the co untries in
which they are located within the
framework of this international
operation. 

After carrying out activities in the
field and questioning the suspects,
the Assigned Prosecutor will decide
whether to file a motion for remand
in custody or a motion to order pro-
hibiting measures for the suspects
in this case. The Prosecutor's Office
of BiH, together with police and ju-

dicial institutions of the countries
in the region and the European
Union, continues with intensive ac-
tivities in the fight aga inst illegal
migration and smuggling of illegal
migrants across the territory of Bo-
snia and Herzegovina and towards
the EU countries. �

Operation codenamed "Road" aiming to detect and deter 
illegal migrant smuggling carried out in Tuzla Canton

On May 12, 2014 the Prosecu-
tors from the Section for Eco-
nomic Crime of the Prosecu-
tor’s Office of BiH met with the
Director and officials of ITA
BiH and agreed concrete joint
activities to be undertaken on
prosecution of tax evasions and
failure to pay VAT. �
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In a coordinated operation car-
ried out under the supervision of
the Prosecutor of the Special De-
part ment for Organized Crime,
Economic Crime and Corruption
within the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH, Police Officers of the RS MoI
have, in cooperation with Police
Officers of the Cantonal Ministries
of Interior of the Federation of Bos -
nia and Herzegovina, found and
seized a delivery of approximately
67.5 kg of narcotic drug Marijuana
"Skunk".

The seizure was carried out in the
area of Berkovići where drug smug-
glers have resisted but were quickly
subdued, brought under control
and deprived of liberty. Several lo-
cations in Bosnia and Herzegovina
were searched and 13 suspects we -
re deprived of liberty in the area of
Tuzla, Ključ, Nevesinje, Gacko and
Trebinje. Among the suspects who
were deprived of liberty were three
citizens of Montenegro - one of
which, as believed by the police and
security authorities of Montenegro
and the countries of the region, is
considered to be one of the biggest
narcotic traffickers in Montenegro.

The seized quantity of marijuana
"Skunk" would present approxima -
tely 67,000 individual doses on il-
legal narcotic market and its esti -
mated worth is hundreds of thou-
sand BAM.

Significant international coopera-
tion was achieved in this case with

the judiciary and police of Mon-
tenegro and Austria, where nine
persons were detained in the past
within the scope of the same case.
The operation which included cer-
tain activities on the territory of the
Republic of Austria was codena -
med "Maestral". This operation in-
dicates the determination of the
Pro secutor's Office of BiH and law
enforcement agencies of our coun-
try to counter international organi -
zed crime groups that smuggle
lar ge quantities of narcotics.

The Chief Prosecutor of the Pros-
ecutor's Office of BiH has assigned
three prosecutorial teams from the
Special Department for Organized
Crime, Economic Crime and Cor-
ruption, composed of Prosecutors,
Legal Officers, Investigators and
typists, to work on this matter
hence all the suspects were ques-
tioned within 24 hours.

Following the questioning of the
suspects the Prosecutor of the Spe-
cial Department for Organized Cri -
me, Economic Crime and Corrup -
tion within the Prosecutor's Office
of BiH has filed a motion to re-

mand seven persons into custody.
Remand in custody was requested

due to risk of flight, as there are cit-
izens of Montenegro among the
suspects; the risk that, if released,
the suspects might interfere with
the investigation, suppress eviden -
ce, or to seek to influence witnesses
or accomplices; and the risk that
they might repeat the criminal of-
fence. 

In accordance with the law pro-
hibiting measures were ordered for
six suspects including the ban on
leaving the place of residence, ban
on meeting with witnesses and sus-
pects in the case, as well as periodic
reporting to the relevant police sta-
tion.

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH
will, together with law enforcement
agencies of BiH, the countries of
the region and the European Uni -
on, undertake intensive activities
in the fight against international
organized crime in the future aim-
ing to establish the rule of law and
ensure a safer living environment
for all citizens of Bosnia and Herze-
govina. 

The Prosecutor's Office of BiH
con tinues its intensive investiga-
tion in this case aiming to issue in-
dictments. �

Operation of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH
and the RS MoI resulted with the seizure 
of 67.5 kg of the narcotic drug Marijuana
"Skunk". 13 citizens of BIH and Montenegro
detained. The Prosecutor's Office of BiH 
requested remand in custody for 7 persons
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The United States Ambassador-
at-Large for War Crimes Issues,
H.E. Stephen Rapp, and his asso-
ciates, visited the Prosecutor's Of-
fice and met with the Chief Pro -
secutor Goran Salihović and his as-
sociates.

The activities and efforts of the
Prosecutor's Office of BiH in the
prosecution of war crimes and
strengthening of the capacities to
efficiently prosecute these cases
were discussed at the meeting. 

The matters that were also discus-
sed at the meeting were the coope-
ration of the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH with the entity prosecutors' of-
fices and the Prosecutor's Office of
Brčko District in the processing of
less complex war crimes cases that
were transferred to the entity judi-
cial institutions. 

The Chief Prosecutor informed
Ambassador Rapp about the re-
sults of the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH in 2013 which are the best so
far in the 10 years of its existence in
all fields including war crimes.

Also discussed were the activities
pertaining to relocation of the Pro-

secutor's Office of BiH to a separate
building with adequate capacities
to accommodate all employees. 

Chief Prosecutor Salihović poin-
ted out that the results will be even
better this year because of the in-
creased number of prosecutors in
the Special Department for War
Crimes. The process of exhuma-
tions and identification of war cri-
mes victims will be intensified as it
is a very important element in the

prosecution of these cases. It is also
a matter particularly important for
the families of the victims who have
been searching for their loved ones
for 20 years.

Ambassador Rapp expressed his
support to the Prosecutor's Office
of BiH in the process of establis-
hing the rule of law and strengthe-
ning the cooperation in the region
aiming to ensure more efficient
prosecution of war crimes. �

Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s Office
BiH met with the U.S. Ambassador-at-Large
for War Crimes Issues
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The delegation of the officials
from the United Kingdom, led by
Mr. William Hague, Secretary of
State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, has visited the judi-
cial institutions of Bosnia and Her -
zegovina and met with the Chief
Prosecutor Goran Salihović and
Prosecutors from the Special De-
partment for War Crimes.

The officials of the Prosecutor’s
Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
have introduced the visitors to the
history of the Prosecutor’s Office of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the
results achieved so far in the prose-
cution of war crimes cases. 

The representatives of the Prose-
cutor’s Office of Bosnia and Herze-
govina have expressed their appre-
ciation to the Government of the
United Kingdom for the assistance
and support in the process of judi-
cial reform and strengthening of
the capacities of the judicial insti-
tutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The delegation from the United
Kingdom has supported the efforts

of the Prosecutor’s Office of Bosnia
and Herzegovina in establishing
the rule of law and in prosecuting
cases of wartime sexual violence as
part of their work on war crimes
cases, as they are key elements in
establishing justice and reconcilia-
tion in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Clear support has been expressed
for the independence of judiciary

and strengthening of capacities of
judicial institutions, in order to
prosecute and punish perpetrators
of war crimes and other criminal
offenses and create a safer environ-
ment for all the citizens of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. �

Delegation of the United Kingdom visited
the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH and the Court
of BiH. Support to the Prosecutor’s Office 
in establishing the rule of law expressed
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Chief Prosecutor met with the Romanian 
Ambassador to Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Romanian Ambassador to Bosnia
and Herzegovina - H.E. Filip Teo -
do rescu, together with the Deputy
Head of Mission of the Embassy of
Romania - dr. Dorin Popescu, vis-
ited the Prosecutor's Office of BiH
and spoke with the Chief Prosecu-
tor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH
- Goran Salihović.

The Chief Prosecutor informed
the Ambassador about the perfor -
mance and activities as well as
plans for strengthening the capaci-
ties of the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH in the future.

Chief Prosecutor pointed out that
the Prosecutor's Office of BiH un-
dertakes decisive actions in the
pro cess of establishing the rule of
law in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and that it is ready to combat all
forms of crime and to resist all

pressures and political interference
in its work.

The priorities in the work of the
Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in the coming period
shall be war crimes cases, organized
crime and corruption. The Prosecu-
tor’s Office of BiH shall pay special
attention to the fight against organ-
ized crime and corruption in the fu-
ture given that the fight against
corruption is in the focus of the Eu-
ro pean Union - stated the Chief
Pro secutor Salihović.

Ambassador Teodorescu stated
that the Government of Romania
supports the rule of law in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, strengthening of
the capacities and independence of
the judiciary, which are important
segments in the process of Europe -
an integration of our country. He

also added that it is important that
the society is aware of the need to
abide by the law and to support the
rule of law.

The Ambassador emphasized that
he supports the independence of
the judiciary based on European
standards as well as the independ-
ent process of appointment of jud -
ges and prosecutors. 

It was agreed that the representa-
tives of the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH would participate at a speciali -
zed training and education in Ro-
ma nia on combating corruption
and confiscating ill-gotten proper -
ty, given that the judiciary in Ro-
mania has recently made progress
in achieving significant results in
this segment. �

Chief Prosecutor Salihović visiting the International Commission
on Missing Persons (ICMP) offices in BiH on May 6, 2014



Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH and 
President of the Court of BiH met with a British delegation

The Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s Office of
BiH - Goran Salihović and the President of the Court
of BiH - Meddžida Kreso met with the British judicial
delegation led by Simon Hughes, the Minister of Ju-
stice and Civil Liberties of the United Kingdom of Gre -
at Britain and Northern Ireland.

During the meeting, the Chief Prosecutor stressed
the importance of judicial independence and non-in-
terference of politics through adoption of unfavorable
legislation underpinning the jurisdiction of the Prose-

cutor's Office and the Court of BiH, as well as laws go-
verning the status of judges and prosecutors in the ju-
dicial system.

He also stressed that the priorities of the Prosecutor's
Office of BiH are fight against corruption and organi-
zed crime and war crimes cases.

Mr. Simon Hughes stated that it is crucial to keep the
judiciary independent and that the United Kingdom
will, together with the EU, continue its support to an
independent judiciary. �

Prosecutor's Office of Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor's
Office of BiH - Goran Salihović met
with the delegation of the European
Commission led by Ms. Paola Pampa-
loni, Head of the Department for BiH
in the European Commission's Direc-
torate-General for Enlargement.

The main topics for discussion at
the meeting were related to the con-
tinuation of structural dialogue on
judicial reform, as well as thematic
sessions which should take place be-
fore continuing with the structural
dialogue.

Representatives of the European
Commission expressed their support
to the Prosecutor's Office of BiH in
its efforts to establish the rule of law
and ensure a more effective prosecu-
tion of war crimes, corruption and
organized crime. The activities ai-
ming to strengthen the regional coo-
peration among the prosecutor’s
offices in the neighboring countries
were also supported.

The Chief Prosecutor thanked the
representatives of the European
Com mission for its support in the

process of establishing the rule of law
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The
Chief Prosecutor also warned the re-
presentatives of the European Com-
mission about the concerns involving
the attempts to exert political pres-
sure, which are very harmful to the
judiciary and Bosnia and Herzego-
vina itself, and which have occurred
within the draft Law on the Prosecu-
tor's Office of BiH, the Law on Sala-
ries and Benefits of the Judicial
Function Holders, the Law on HJPC
and the Law on the Court of BiH.

"There are attempts to put pres-
sure on Prosecutors through specific
activities, through salaries and be-
nefits and also through negative in-
tentions of the political structures to
interfere with the appointment of
Prosecutors in BiH. The appoint-
ment of Prosecutors must be politics
free, and the Law on the Prosecu-
tor's Office of BiH as well as the Law
on HJPC are not the kind of laws
which were intended for discussion
within the framework of the Struc-
tural Dialogue"- stated the Chief

Prosecutor and called on the Euro-
pean Commission and EU structures
to protect the independence of the
judiciary in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
which the representatives of the Eu-
ropean Commission supported.

Ms. Pampaloni informed the Chief
Prosecutor that the process of judi-
cial reform in Bosnia and Herzego-
vina is a core interest of the Euro -
pean Commission, as well as that it
monitors the activities relating to
cooperation within the framework of
the Protocols on Cooperation in Pro-
secution of War Crimes concluded
between Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Serbia and Croatia. 

Chief Prosecutor Salihović stressed
that the BiH Prosecutor's Office is
continuing with intense activities in
the fight against organized crime and
corruption, as well as with the efforts
to effectively prosecute war crimes
emphasizing that regional coopera-
tion is one of the key elements for ef-
fective prosecution of international
crime. �

European Commission delegation 
visits the Prosecutor's Office of BiH

June 2014
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The Chief Prosecutor of the Pros-
ecutor's Office of BiH - Goran Sali-
hović met with the Head of the
Council of Europe Office in Bosnia
and Herzegovina - Mary Ann Hen-
nessey.

The central theme of the discus-
sion was the case related to non-
enforcement of the judgment of the
European Court of Human Rights
in the "Sejdić-Finci" case that the
Prosecutor's Office is working on.

Chief Prosecutor informed Ms.
Hennessey about the activities un-
dertaken by the Prosecutor's Office
in this case and explained that they
do not relate to the political aspect
of the implementation of decision,
but seek to determine whether so -
me one is intentionally obstructing
the enforcement of the decision,
which is a criminal offense.

The Head of the Council of Euro -
pe Office in Bosnia and Herzegovi -
na has expressed gratitude to the

Prosecutor's Office of BiH for un-
dertaking the activities with the
aim to enforce this decision, which
represents a very important seg-
ment of the progress of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in the European inte-
gration process.

It was emphasized at the meeting
that the failure to enforce these de-
cisions is a violation of human
rights of the citizens of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and that it threatens
the upcoming electoral process.

Conclusion of the meeting is that
all institutions must comply with
the decisions of the European Co -
urt of Human Rights as it is their
legal obligation.

Salihović and Hennessey have
also discussed matters relating to
the non-enforcement of decisions
of the Constitutional Court that are
handled by the Prosecutor's Office
of BiH expressing support to pros-
ecution of these cases. Also discus -

sed was the situation arising after
the judgment in "Maktouf-Damja -
nović" case and the actions of the
Constitutional Court and the Court
of Bosnia and Herzegovina follow-
ing this judgment.

The Chief Prosecutor stated that
all institutions must comply with
the law and act with respect to the
victims of war crimes ensuring that
all activities be undertaken to suc-
cessfully resolve this situation and
prevent such occurrences in the fu-
ture. �

Chief Prosecutor met with the representative of 
the Council of Europe in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Support to activities of the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH in 
a case related to failure to enforce "Sejdić-Finci" decision
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The Ambassador of the Czech Re-
public in Bosnia and Herzegovina -
H.E. Tomaš Szunyog visited the Pro-
 secutor's Office of BiH and met with
the Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecu-
tor's Office of BiH - Goran Salihović.

The Chief Prosecutor informed the
Ambassador about the performance
and activities as well as the plans for
strengthening the capacities of the
Prosecutor's Office of BiH in the fu-
ture.

"In 2013 the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH has issued indictments aga inst
469 persons, which is the largest
number of indictees in the history of
the Prosecutor's Office of BiH and is
some 30% higher than the no. in
2012" stated Chief Prosecutor Sali-
hović during the discussion.

The Chief Prosecutor pointed out
that the Prosecutor's Office of BiH,
together with police and law enforce-
ment agencies in BiH, undertakes de-
cisive actions in the process of esta -
blishing the rule of law in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and that it is ready to
counter all forms of crime, in parti-
cular international crime, which is
under the jurisdiction of the Prosecu-
tor's Office of BiH.

"The priorities in the work of the
Prosecutor's Office of BIH in the co-
ming period will be war crimes ca ses,
organized crime and corrup tion," -
stated Chief Prosecutor Salihović.

Ambassador Szunyog informed the
Chief Prosecutor about the planned
arrival of experts from the Agency for
Development of the Czech Republic,
an institution that assists with insti-
tutional capacity building - including
that of the judiciary, and who have
expressed a wish to soon visit the
Prosecutor's Office of BiH.

Ambassador Szunyog stated that
the Government of the Czech Repu-
blic supports the process of establis-
hing the rule of law in Bosnia and
Herzegovina as an essential element
in the process of European integra-
tion of our country. 

"The Government of the Czech Re-
public has and will help strengthen

the capacities of the judiciary and
law enforcement agencies in Bosnia
and Herzegovina in the future, as
well as support the independence of
the judiciary" - stated Ambassador
Szunyog.

The Ambassador stressed that he
supports the independence of the ju-
diciary based on European standards
as well as the independent process of
appointment of Judges and Prosecu-
tors. 

The possibilities of cooperation bet-
ween prosecutorial institutions of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the
Czech Republic were also discussed
at the meeting. �

Chief Prosecutor met and discussed with the Ambassador
of the Czech Republic in Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Chief Prosecutor met with the Commissioner of the 
International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP)

Ambassador Knut Vollebaek, Com-
missioner of the International Com-
mission on Missing Persons (ICMP)
visited the Prosecutor's Office of BiH
and met with the Chief Prosecutor -
Goran Salihović.

The process of tracing and identi-
fying those that went missing during
the war in BiH was discussed at the
meeting.

Given that our country is still searc-
hing for some 7.000 missing persons
and that tracing and identifying the
missing is a very important process
as well as evidence of war crimes, the
Chief Prosecutor pointed out that
BiH institutions must invest the ma-
ximum of efforts in this area and that
the help of the international commu-
nity is required. 

The Chief Prosecutor informed Am-
bassador Vollebaek about the capa-
city strengthening of the Prosecutor's
Office of BiH, in particular of the
Special Department for War Crimes,
and added that better results are ex-
pected in the prosecution of war cri-
mes this year. He also pointed out
that the Prosecutor's Office is putting
forth the maximum of efforts in ex-
humations and tracing and identi-
fying the missing persons but that it
needs assistance of the international
community in the process.

Ambassador Vollebaek and ICMP’s
Director-General Ms. Kathryne Bom-
 berger pointed out that about 23.000
out of a total of 30.000 missing per-
sons have been found and identified
to date, which is a huge job done in
this area, and that activities on tra-
cing and identifying the missing per-
sons will continue in the future.

Representatives of ICMP in BiH
have pointed out that these activities
shall continue to be implemented
par ticularly when those concern
com plex and large mass grave sites
in order to expedite the identification
of recovered remains. 

It was pointed out that the activities
related to recovery and identification
of victims from mass grave Tomašica
that were undertaken in recent
months required a great commit-
ment of the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH and ICMP in BiH, which is an
example of their active cooperation
and dedication to this task. 

The process to review cases of uni-
dentified mortal remains in 11 BiH
mortuaries, which is currently taking
place in Goražde and was completed
in Mostar and Nevesinje, is to conti-
nue in the remaining 8 mortuaries,
including Visoko and Tuzla where
the largest number of mortal re-
mains are located. 

This process, which will be actively
carried out in the coming period, will
require great assistance of the inter-
national community in order to en-
sure that the identification of
remains found is completed.

During the course of the meeting it
was emphasized that attempts will
be made to try to detect new loca-
tions of mass graves in Bosnia and
Herzegovina with the help of satellite
imagery.

ICMP officials have expressed their
support to the Prosecutor's Office of
BiH in its efforts to establish the rule
of law and prosecute war crimes, as
well as in its activities related to ex-
humation and identification of mis-
sing persons. The officials of the
Prosecutor's Office of BiH participate
in such activities on daily basis and
on multiple locations in all parts of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. �
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A Collegium was held on April 3, 2014. 
The Chief Prosecutor informed the 

Prosecutors and staff about the results
achieved in the first three months of this
year and the plan to increase the number 
of indictments for war crimes, organized
crime, corruption and other crimes within

the jurisdiction of the Prosecutor’s 
Office of BiH in 2014.


